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                       MISSION STATEMENT                                                                                

The St. Cloud Diocesan Council of Catholic Women acts through its affiliate           

organizations to support, empower and educate all Catholic women in spirituality,     

leadership and service. DCCW programs respond with Gospel values to the needs                                   

of the Church and society in the modern world. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

Welcome 2023, Goodbye 2022.  This past year has been extremely busy both with DCCW and my 

personal life.  Looking forward to hopefully a slower paced 2023. 

In 2022 the St Cloud DCCW held three very successful conferences.  The 2022 Spring Retreat, “Lord 

Teach Us to Pray” was very well attended.  The morning speaker Fr Brady Keller was very well received.  

I especially liked how he broke down the Our Father by sentence.  This gave new meaning to the 

prayer.   In the afternoon there were Leah Brix and Abby Thomas, whose presentation the women 

thoroughly enjoyed. 

In June we had our Fun, Food and Fund Day at St Mary’s in Melrose which was a fun day for all 

attending.  The silent auction was successful. 

In September we had our Women’s Conference in conjunction with the St Cloud Diocese office of 

Marriage and Family.  There were several speakers, many vendor tables and was a very interesting day.  

In November was our National Conference in Minneapolis/St Paul at the City Centre Marriot.  

National is always lots of fun.  We learn about what’s new in our commissions and have many speakers.  

Because it was held in Minnesota, we were able to volunteer also in many different areas.  It was more 

fun than work.   

We also had members that volunteered for the Men’s Conference and at Honoring Marriage and 

Family Day. 

At the National Convention we adopted a new resolution: 

➢ “Daily Rosary and First Saturday Devotions - Purpose: To encourage and promote the 
practices of praying the daily Rosary and the First Saturday Devotion.” 

At our Annual Conference the Diocese also adopted a new resolution: 

➢ Year of Eucharistic Revival – “We want to encourage to pray to the Holy Spirit for an 
increased enlightenment of the Eucharist as the true Body and Blood of Jesus.  We will 
encourage taking part in Eucharist adoration in our lives; then become evangelizers of this 
great gift.” 

Our Lenten Retreat on March 18th at St Paul’s Church in St Cloud should be a wonderful 

experience.  Dana Webskowski will be our speaker.  The theme is ‘Be Still and Know that I am God’ 

Psalm 46.  She will also be doing a Musical Adoration.  Please encourage your family and friends to 

attend. 

I hope that all of you are having a good start to 2023.  Hope to see you all 

soon. 

 

In Faith,  

Linda Borgerding, President 
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CHURCH COMMISSION 

Greetings!  

 Here we are in January, and certainly having our share of snow! There have been some beautiful sights with 

frost and snow, God is an awesome artist!  

I went to the NCCW Conference in November. It was very good. What made it good was seeing so many 

women from, I think, every state and the Virgin Islands.  and so many priests to support and celebrate Mass with 

us. The speakers were excellent. The theme was “Wide, Open Hearts, Abiding in Faith, Hope and Love.”  

      My favorite speaker was on Blessed Carlos Acutis.  

At a very young age, he was drawn to the Eucharist, going to Mass every day before 

school. He loved studying about Eucharistic miracles. He was an artist, cartoonist, and avid 

computer enthusiast. He came down with leukemia, but before his death at age 15, he created 

and compiled 126 accounts of Eucharistic miracles, a select number of panels goes on tour to 

increase awareness of the Real Presence of our Lord in the Eucharist and promote Eucharistic 

adoration around the world.   

The Eucharistic Revival is going in full swing, but we had to take some time off to prepare for the arrival of 

our new bishop and his ordination for our diocese. I understand the “Bread Talks” are good, and “Cor Jesu” First 

Friday Novena’s sound awesome also, sure hope you will be able to attend when there’s one close to you. I know 

more interesting events are in the planning.  

There is never a shortage of things to pray for in our country and state. The abortion issue, finding classified 

documents all over the place from our politicians, the “woke” issue, and so much more it makes your head swim!  

We need to continue praying and never give up knowing “God’s Got This!” we have to speak out, not remain 

silent, be a Paul (apostle) who’s mission was to evangelize everyone!  

                                                                                                                                                                                                

This is handout information on how to evangelize given at the conference.  

          MY FAITH JOURNEY  

Your faith journey can be the most powerful story you will ever tell. Why? Because it’s your story and you have 

lived it. First, pray and ask the Holy Spirit to guide you. Use this as your roadmap.  

             Begin  

Reflect on your faith life, your family traditions, people who cared for you and taught you. Were you born into 

your Catholic faith? Are you a convert? Take some time and recall the sacraments you have received and what 

memories you have receiving them. Were you ever fallen away from the church. What led you to fall away? What 

brought you back to the church?  

          Your Experience   

What parts of your life revolve around your faith. Do your relationships, your reputation, your agenda, money, 

family, traditions, revolve around your faith? How has God Used these things to deepen your relationship with 

him? Which of these experiences, if any, caused you to move further from God and which experiences drew you 

closer to him?  

            Your Moment  

Do you have a special experience that brought you to a realization of your Catholic faith in your life? Reflect on 

that experience. Take time to pray about this moment.  

            Your Life After this Moment  

How did your life change after that moment. Did your attitude, your perspective, your connection to the Catholic 

Church or your connection to other people change? We all still struggle as disciples. Life is far from perfect, but 

reflect on what’s truly different about your life now.  
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              Write Down Your Faith Journey  

Use a format that you are comfortable with; pen and paper, computer, or tablet. Let your words flow, and reflect 

on what you have written. Share this story, as Saint Peter tells us, “Always be ready to give an explanation to 

anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope.” 1Peter 3:15   

Not only do we have to be like Saint Peter, but like Saint Paul, how after that interview on the Damascus Road he 

saw Christ in everyone, Christ in everything, nothing but Christ.  

 

 

God Bless You and Your Journey,  

Jean Zwilling, Chair  

Editor’s note: After the presentation, the relic of Blessed Carlo was put on display for us to 

venerate.  

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________                      

 

At our Annual Fall Conference, the Diocese also adopted a new resolution: 

 

Year of Eucharistic Revival – “We want to encourage to pray to the Holy Spirit for an increased 

enlightenment of the Eucharist as the 

true Body and Blood of Jesus.  We will 

encourage taking part in Eucharist 

adoration in our lives; then become 

evangelizers of this great gift.” 

 

                           

https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/ 

 

COMMUNITY  
Happy new year to all! may the peace of Christmas carry into 2023! 

A box of Joy is the size of a shoebox, packed with toys, clothing, school supplies and hygiene 

items. Each box is marked the gender and age category of the recipient. 679 boxes were filled for the 

children in Central America. 

They are then sent to the missionaries in Central America who distribute the boxes to the 

children. It may be the only gift they receive. The families in Central Minnesota learn about giving to a 

mission project. Boxes of Joy is a national effort through the Cross Catholic Outreach. The project was 

featured in the CENTRAL CATHOLIC magazine in December. Thanks to all who participated. 

The Southwestern Deanery participated in the Box of Joy project and did 16 gift boxes for their 

own parish filled with goodies and gave poinsettias to people who were alone at Christmas or in need. 
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Spiritual Bouquets for priests were also given by some of the parishioners. In Elrosa they had a baby 

shower for Jesus where the gifts were given to “ELEVATE” in St Cloud for mothers who choose to keep 

their babies. They also donated money to needy families. 

In the metro they started at Thanksgiving with a food drive for the food shelf, they had a 

collection to give to the Poor Clares, decorated the church, and did the Boxes of Joy. 

In Avon, the Christian Women held a Christmas spirit sale at the beginning of November. The 

parishioners brought Christmas decorations they don’t use anymore. They made 65 pies for the 

Thanksgiving bake sale & had a Christmas bake sale. The gathering space had a baby crib people filled 

with baby gifts that were sent to “ELEVATE” in St Cloud. A Christmas tree was decorated with tags 

listing items to buy for families in need. Watching the people bringing their wrapped gifts to put under 

that tree was joyous to see. Proceeds are used for the religious education program, scholarships, the 

Eagles Healing Nest, & the Parish quilters club. 

One of the missions of the diocesan council is to empower and educate all Catholic women in 

spirituality. The spring retreat is March 18, 2023 at St Paul’s parish in St Cloud, MN. The keynote 

speaker is Dana Webskowski. Let us spread the word. 

PEACE TO ALL OF YOU AS EACH DAY IS A GIFT FROM GOD! 

Polly Rabideau, Chair 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEGISLATION CONCERNS COMMISSION 

The 2023-2024 Minnesota legislative session convened on January 3.  Unfortunately, the first bill 
introduced (HF 1), is a direct attack on human life as it attempts to expand abortion in our state. 
Legislative leaders have also promised to legalize the use of recreational marijuana early in this session. 
These are challenges, to be sure, but there are also opportunities to enact good legislation like the 
economic security policies in the Families First Project. 

The Families First Project - an initiative of the Minnesota Catholic Conference - seeks to transform 
Minnesota into the best state in the nation to get married, stay married, have children, and raise those 
children in economically stable households. 

http://www.familiesfirstproject.com/?e=fec11f8ffd32946c133a396539765372&utm_source=mncatholic&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=first_day_of_session_202301&n=14
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We can realize this vision by making family economic security a focal point of public policy discussions 
as well as the top priority for our elected officials.  

With your help, Minnesota can enact policies that remove barriers to family formation while also 
alleviating the unnecessary financial burdens that families are facing.   

Achieving the goals of the Family First Project will take time.  MCC hopes to get the majority of bills for 
this project passed by the end of the 2026 legislative session.  

Other issues that the Minnesota Catholic Conference will be monitoring in 2023 include the following: 

- Legalization of recreational marijuana.  MCC will take a strong opposition to the legalization of 
recreational marijuana, which is not simply decriminalization.  MCC supports reforms to sentencing laws 
and other things that have a social and racial justice impact, but opposes the use of criminal justice 
reform as an excuse to create a commercial and recreational marijuana business.   

- Education savings account and school choice.  MCC will continue to advocate for education savings 
accounts as a different paradigm for education finance.  

- Technology access reform.  MCC supported a bill last year that limited the use by tech companies of 
certain algorithms that target and seek to pull in children and young people to their social media 
platforms.  MCC feels there also needs to be some consideration given to allowing parents to approve 
whether or not their child uses social media apps. 

- Immigrant driver’s licenses:  MCC is forming a coalition and working on provisional immigrant driver’s 
licenses. This measure would improve the situation of immigrant families and protect public safety 
according to MCC. 

- Human services and homelessness.  MCC will continue to work on homelessness issues, making sure 
that our human services programs are protected, and that relative cost-of-living adjustments are made 
when appropriate.  

                                                                                                                                                 Mary Griffith, Chair 

                                                      

 

ORGANIZATION 

2022 NCCW CONVENTION REFLECTIONS 

The NCCW Convention theme was Wide Open Hearts Abiding in Faith, Hope and Love, a very 
fitting theme.  We joined in the celebration of the Eucharist each day.  We were opened to the message 
of the Holy Spirit.   An inspiring presentation was the speaker and the display of posters and the relic of 
Blessed Carlo Acutis.   The room took on a feeling of awe and reverence as we learned about a young 
boy with so much faith and love for Jesus.  He did not come from a family of strong faith and saintly 
lives.  His parents were much like any other; they did not drag him off to church every day. Carlo had a 
strong faith and love for Jesus that led him to go to Church at every opportunity. 

Carlo had predicted his own death.  His relic was venerated by a very long line of people at the 
session and again in the room set aside for prayer.  The large posters telling his story of the Eucharistic 
Miracles.  Were on display for us to study.   Editor’s note:(See the website for more information. It does 
list him as Servant of God, but he is now Blessed Carlo Acutis. 
http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/en/liste/list.html). 
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  On Friday there was a three-person panel speaking on "Discover Your Fiat”.   Kristin Molitor, a 
member of our Diocese, was one of the panelists and spoke about her journey and struggle as she is in 
the process of discerning what the Spirit is calling her to do. 

The prayer room, confessions, and daily Mass gave us the opportunity to draw all in Faith.  These 
were for us to visit as our schedule allowed.  The room for the silent 
auction was open for members to place bids on items brought by the 
different Dioceses.  The NCCW store had books, religious items, jewelry 
and many other items to buy and take along.  I found books for my 
grandkids. 

Our group had volunteered to help where needed.  We helped during 
Mass we tried to keep the flow of people going up for Communion 
orderly.  We put out cups for donations and collected them at the 

appropriate times.  We helped several days.  There were many Priests and Bishops in attendance. 

There was a purse auction in which purses were auctioned off.  The buyers did not see what was in 
the purse until it was sold.  A sum of $16,300 was raised from the purse auction. 

 The convention was a wonderful experience. 

 

Lois Wesbur 

Vice President 

 

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 18, 2023.  You won’t want to miss hearing Dana Webskowski, 

a dynamic speaker who will be featured at the St. Cloud Diocesan Council of Catholic Women’s Lenten 

Retreat to be held at St. Paul’s Parish in St. Cloud.  “Be Still and Know that I am God” is the theme of 

the day and Dana will guide the attendees to do just that during her morning presentation and again, 

through musical adoration following lunch.   

Dana was a lukewarm “cradle Catholic” who found church boring and contemplated leaving the church 

but is now in love with God, the Catholic faith and the Eucharist.  Her mission is to help fallen away 

Catholics come back to His church, light a fire for the lukewarm Catholics out there, and help other 

Christians to see that the Catholic church has absolute truth and everything they need to grow in 

holiness.  Dana grew up on a farm near Millerville, MN and now resides in Sioux Falls, SD.  Watch for 

more information coming soon in 

your church bulletin, or at 

stclouddccw.org.   

Pat Kasella, Chair  
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EASTERN DEANERY UPDATE 

In reflection of 2022, during our Eastern Deanery formation, we held the following events: In January we began 

with the first meeting of the new deanery, and in April we held an amazing prayer service for the war in Ukraine.  

In October, we held the Annual Meeting with a luncheon that followed Deacon Craig’s “Drink Deep” homily 

message.   During the annual meeting, we asked what the women’s groups are wanting from the deanery and the 

majority concurred that inspirational speakers and events are most preferred.    

In the upcoming year, we were asked to focus on presenting a spring and a fall 

event.   

Our upcoming Eastern Deanery gathering will be on Saturday, April 22nd at St. 

Elizabeth’s of Hungary in Brennyville, MN, with the keynote and music by Rae 

Harris. This promises to be a memorable program that both young women and 

long-term members will love!  Watch your church Bulletins in early spring, for 

registration details. Note:   Members from other deaneries are always welcome 

to join us.   

 

 

 

Always pray to have eyes that see 

the best in people, 

A heart that forgives the worst, 

A mind that forgets the bad, 

And a soul that never 

loses faith in God. 

 

This year, Women’s groups from the eastern deanery parishes will also work together to assist the DCCW Board 

with the Fun Food Fund Day that takes place on Thursday, June 15th, 2023.  It will be hosted by St. Andrew’s 

parish Women’s group, in Elk River. This is always a fun-filled event.  In past years, I have especially enjoyed the 

silent auction that is put on by the Diocesan Catholic Council of Women (DCCW).  Each parish women’s group 

is asked to bring a donation of an auction item valued at $20 or more.  

 Go forth and glorify the Lord,   

                 Nita Hayes, President 
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NORTHWESTERN DEANERY 

 

God has blessed us all with another New Year to do His work for the people in our Deanery and 
beyond. May God richly bless your 2023 with His Grace, Mercy and Peace. 

Within the NWD we distributed Boxes of Joy to our 36 parishes, by the first part of November we were 
blessed with a total of 566 Boxes of Joy to be picked up and sent to Central America. What a success! And all 
because of the beautiful people in all of our parishes and the ones who came out to help with the collection 
and packaging of all these boxes. God Bless you - we could not have done it without your help.  

All I can say is here in the NWD we are blessed with a giving spirit of kindness and generosity for 
others. Our first-year attempt was amazing and, I can only imagine what our next year will bring. See picture 
and article in the center of “The Central Minnesota Catholic” magazine.  

              The NWD Board Meeting will be February 15, 2023, 1-3pm at St. Edward’s Catholic Church in Henning, 
MN.  We will need a couple of representatives from St. Ann’s parish to attend this meeting, as they are hosting 
the CCW Fall Conference on September 16, 2023.  

                                                                                                God’s Peace,  

Bonnie Jennen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   Photo taken from “Central Minnesota Catholic” magazine, 
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METRO DEANERY MEETING  

February 18, 2023 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church   

130 First Avenue NE  

Rice, MN 56367 

 

 

9:00 Registration and refreshments 

9:30 New Metro Deanery: explanation and discussion 

10:30 Mass 

11:30 Lunch and dismissal 

 

The Deanery represents ALL Catholic women of the area parishes, which thereby encompasses parish 
affiliate groups such as Christian Mothers/Women, Daughters of Isabella, Seven Sisters Apostolates, Hearts of 
Faith, Mission and Quilting Groups. As per Bishop Peter W Bartholomew in 1957, who proclaimed all Baptized 
Catholic women age 19 and over are members of CCW.   

We are affiliates of DCCW (Diocesan) and NCCW (National). The National Council has now 
developed programs for high school and college young women to be members also. 

All Catholic women are encouraged to attend, 

 

Website: stclouddccw.org  

Facebook: St. Cloud Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Missy Sakry at 320-309-3280 call or text, 

email opolefaith@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:opolefaith@gmail.com
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SOUTH WEST DEANERY 

 
 The winter organizational meeting for the South West Deanery of the St. Cloud Diocese of Council of 

Catholic Women was held January 19, 2023. Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Glenwood was the host location. 
Lois Wesbur, Vice President of the St. Cloud Diocese CCW, called the meeting to order. After roll call and 
introductions, opening prayers were said. Secretary’s report was read from last meeting held June 25, 2022, in 
Kensington. Financial information was given by Cindy Riedner. There is around $1000 in a savings account from 
the previous Alexandria deanery. Previous Sauk Centre / Melrose Deanery sent a check for $752.78. Previous Cold 
Spring Deanery has $120 to be sent also. Unfinished business was review of South West Deanery information, 
passing out deanery maps, and listing names /locations of parishes. Question was also asked about our Spiritual 
Advisor Fr. Rick Aubol. Suggestion was made to contact him, giving him information about his job description, 
and future meeting.  

New business was discussion of bylaws. Committee was set up to design a draft of bylaws which will be 
presented at spring meeting. Committee members are Cheryl Weller, Linda Christen, Cindy Riedner, and Nancy 
Jennen.  Next was election of officers. Motion made by Evelyn Guggisberg and seconded by Linda Christen to 
nominate Cindy Riedner as treasurer. Hearing no further nominations, vote was taken and passed. Motion made 
by Toni Borgerding and seconded by Sarah Gregory to nominate Cheryl Weller as secretary. Hearing no further 
nominations, vote was taken and passed. Motion was made by Cindy Ridener and seconded by Evelyn 
Guggisberg to nominate Joan Jay as secondary co-signer of the financial account. Hearing no further 
nominations, vote was taken and passed.  

Upcoming events for SW deanery will be spring meeting. Need to find date and location. The Eucharistic 
Revival gathering will be at Thousand Lakes Brewing, on April 16 at 2:00 pm in Parkers Prairie with speaker 
George Jay and other guests.  

Upcoming events for the St. Cloud Diocese: Lenten Retreat March 18, 2023, at St. Paul’s Catholic Church in 
St. Cloud; Fun, Food and Fund Day June 15, 2023, in Elk River; and DCCW Fall Conference September 16, 2023, at 
St. Ann’s Catholic Church in Wadena. Prayer intentions were given and meeting adjourned.   

                                                                                               Cheryl Weller, Secretary 
__________________________________________________________________ 

            Celebrate World Day of Prayer on February 24, 1 PM 

You are invited to join in this year’s World Day of Prayer Service at First Methodist Church, 1107 Pine Cone 

Road S, Sartell, MN.                                                            

      The World Day of Prayer celebration has a long history in the St. Cloud area with numerous local churches 

participating in this community event over the years. Begun in 1927, World Day of Prayer is a worldwide 

ecumenical movement of Christian women who come together to observe a common day of prayer each year. 

It was founded on the idea that prayer and action are inseparable in the service of God’s kingdom. The theme 

of the worship service “I Have Heard About Your Faith”, written by the women of Taiwan. Please spread the 

word about this event.     

                                                                                                                                                                    

Lora Knafla                                                                                                                                                                              

WDP Committee Member  
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WEST CENTRAL DEANERY 

 

Melrose/Sauk/Centre Deanery Reorganizing Meeting  
Saturday December 17, 2022, 9: OO AM Saint Mary's Church Melrose 
 
Representatives from St. Mary's-Melrose, Sacred Heart-Freeport, St. John the Baptist-Collegeville, 
Immaculate Conception-New Munich, St. Columbkille-St. Wendel, S.t Francis-rural Freeport and St. 
Benedict’s-Avon attended the meeting, 
 
A new Bank Account to be opened after 1-1-2023 for new West Central Deanery, with Magnifi Financial 
as they have several locations within the new Deanery. 
 
Old Deanery funds were divided by number of parishes in Deanery.  
Melrose/Sauk Centre Deanery to transfer funds to New Metro, Northwest, Southwest & West Central 
Deanery. 
 
West Central to receive funds from old Deaneries: Melrose/Sauk Centre, St. Cloud, Little Falls, & Cold 
Spring Deaneries. 
 
Committee of Arleen Roelike, Jean Hopfer, Sue Burg & Kathy Thell to organize Spring Board & General 
meeting. 
Jean to lead meeting and verify dates, time & locations, Arleen to do PR. 
Dates time & locations:  
Board Monday 3-27-23, 7:00 PM at Seven Dolors, Albany,  
General Meeting Monday 4-26-23, 5:30:PM at St Rose of Lima, starting with Mass 
 
Need candidates for Deanery President, Vice President & Secretary. 
March 18, 2023 DCCW Lenten Retreat St Paul's Church, St Cloud. 

 

 

Kathy Thell, Acting Secretary 
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 2022 NCCW CONVENTION REFLECTIONS 

“Wide Open Hearts, Abiding in Faith, Hope, and Love” was the theme of the convention for the National 
Council of Catholic Women. It was held November 1-5, 2022, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. How exciting to host 
women from all over the US at the national convention in our state! I attended the business meetings and 
assisted with the daily liturgies. This report will focus on the presentation by the Spirituality Commission which 
was given on Friday, 11-4-2022. 

The question asked was ‘Who, then, has the mission of evangelizing?’ As members of the Council of 
Catholic Women we all have a faith journey. This is the most powerful story we will ever tell. Why? Because It’s 
our story and we have lived it. First, pray and ask the Holy Spirit to your guide.  

BEGIN: We are to reflect on the beginning our faith life, who in our family taught us, a ‘cradle’ Catholic or a 
convert? Recall when you received the sacraments. Did you ever ‘fall away’ from the faith? What led you to fall 
away and what brought you back to the Church? 

YOUR EXPERIENCE: We can talk about our relationships with family and friends. What role did family 
traditions have on your faith? Did you have experiences which moved you further from God and those which 
drew you closer to Him?  

YOUR MOMENT: Did you have a special experience that brought a realization of your Catholic faith into 
your life? Expand on that experience. How did it change your attitude, your perspective, or your connection with 
the Church? Take time to pray about this moment.  

WRITE DOWN YOUR FAITH JOUNEY: Use a format that you are comfortable with and tell your story. Let 
your words flow and reflect on what you have written. This guide is available from NCCW.   

Next, six women shared their faith journeys. They talked about positive and negative happenings in their 
lives. They gave examples of struggles such as death of spouse or child. They shared how travels inspired them 
and reconnected them with their faith. They explained how they used their faith journeys to pass their faith on to 
the next generations. They encouraged each of us to tell our faith journey as a tool to evangelize.  

Cheryl Weller 

 

 

At the National Convention a new resolution was adopted: 

               Daily Rosary and First Saturday Devotions - Purpose: To encourage and 

promote the practices of praying the daily Rosary and the 

             First Saturday Devotion.” Which consists of going to Confession, receiving 

Communion, reciting five decades of the Rosary and meditating for a quarter of an 

hour on the mysteries of the Rosary on the first Saturday of five consecutive months. 
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NCCW NCCW CONVENTION REFLECTIONS 

Breakfast Speakers on Friday Nov 4, 2023 
Panel was: Therese Coons, Kristin Molitor and Susan Stabile.  Kim Padan was the Moderator 
Topic: ‘Discover Your Fiat’ 

Therese Coons went through her conversion at 32.  If someone would have asked at her in her 20’s if she was 

missing out on anything in her lie, she would have said no.   She was a successful lawyer and at the age of 32 was about 

to be made partner.   It was at this time that she and her husband decided to start a family.  The day when they handed 

her son to her, she knew there was a GOD.  When you know you are loved it is easy to love.  She suddenly had a burning 

desire to learn scripture.  During her time of discernment, Jesus told her to start a church.  Why did Jesus tell them to 

start a church.  It was at this time when she started creating small groups all over for different Bible study and prayer 

groups.  How do you discern what to do?  What the Lord is calling you to do?  Ask the Lord what to do and listen.  Father 

Tim Gallager wrote four books on discerning what is coming from the Lord and what is coming from the enemy.  When 

she was asked to work for the archbishop the enemy was telling her she wasn’t good enough.  After much searching, she 

went to work for the archbishop.  She is the Director of the Synod’s executive committee. 

Kristin Molitor talked about Fiat – when she referenced Fiat, she said Luke chapter 1 verse 38.  (Not being sure 

what exactly she meant by that, I looked it up.  Luke 1 verse 38, Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May 

it be done to me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.)   About 12 years ago Kristin gave her life 

to Christ.  This was at the time that she lost her mother.  She gave her heart to the Lord.  She was feeling she needed to 

start a home for women going through this discernment.  One day at noon Mass at the Cathedral in St Cloud, she was 

approached about renting a home in St Cloud.  She rented this house and called it the “Fiat house”.  She was also head 

of evangelization at the ACC group Cross Rock Catholic Community. Kristin in now in the process of discerning a move to 

Pennsylvania to do Evangelization. 

Susan Stabile, grew up in New York, she was raised Catholic.  When she was a senior in high school, she gave up 

faith, her god.  She then spent 20 years learn Buddhism, (including being ordained as a Tibetan Buddhist nun).  This 

would have been her 1st Fiat.   She said she didn’t believe in God.  She returned to Catholicism in 2001.  When her 

daughter was 4 years old, she told her mom, “I will take Jesus, you take the Buddha”.  When her daughter was 8 years 

old, she wanted a Catholic Education.   With that she needed to go to church and that is when the Holy Spirit entered 

Susan’s life.  Her 2nd Fiat would be when she joined the retreat house.  During her 8 months at the retreat house, she 

gave her life to Jesus.  It was then that she became a leader at the retreat house, trained as a spiritual director.  She then 

moved to Minnesota and was the spiritual director at St. Thomas school.  This would have been her last Fiat. 

          Finally, the panelists said:   It is important to look back daily and examine our lives.  Therese said “Lord, I am your 

handmaid.”  Susan-said: “How you are called changes as your life changes.  Continue to seek – what does God have in 

store for me.  It may be out of your comfort zone.”  Kristin said: “Love and Grief are part of the same.  Love is so worth 

it, open your heart to a yes.  Be in tune to the voice of love.  Break the silence when you are at a point of doubt or 

anxiety.  Open your heart to trust.”  Kim Padan said: “Seek God out in a quiet moment.” 

                                                                                                                                     Linda Borgerding 
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2022 NCCW CONVENTION REFLECTIONS 

Wide Open Hearts 
Abiding in Faith, Hope and Love 

November 3-5, 2022 

The Province of St. Paul/Minneapolis hosted the National CCW Convention this year at the 

Minneapolis Marriott Hotel with the aid of volunteers from each of the dioceses in the province.  

Several women from the St. Cloud Diocese helped with preparing things for the Mass, taking up the 

collection and wherever they saw there was a need during the convention.  It was a privilege to be able 

to help out and to meet so many women and priests from throughout the United States. 

There were many very good speakers over the three days especially one from the St. Cloud Diocese, 

Kristin Molitor, who shared how she “discovered her fiat”, a very moving story, and encouraged us to 

“discover ours” if we haven’t already. 

Another speaker who really touched my heart was Yen Fasano on Saturday with the title of her talk 

“Knock, Knock…Who’s There?”  She referenced Rev 3:20 “Here I stand, knocking at the door. If anyone 

hears me calling and opens the door, I will enter his house and have supper with him, and he with me.”  

She shared a painting by William Holman Hunt called The Light of the World, which is a night scene of 

the risen Lord knocking at the door.  I don’t have that picture, but a similar one that hung in our living 

room when I was growing up, which I asked my mother if I could have it when she passed away, but she 

gave it to me when we moved into our new house thirty-two years ago.  It now hangs in my living room 

so I can be reminded of always being open to receive Jesus into my life when He 

knocks on the door of my heart. Yen encouraged us to write down each night five 

things we are grateful for that day – 3 things that I did well and two things I could do 

better.  She referenced Matt 5:14-16 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 

cannot be hidden. Men do not light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket. They 

set it on a stand where it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, your light must 

shine before men so that they may see goodness in your acts and give praise to your 

heavenly Father.”  Our light reveals what we believe.  She ended with “Knock, 

Knock…Who’s There?  Olive.  Olive, who?  I’ll always love you.” 

Lora Knafla 

 

Attendees from the Province of Saint 

Paul/Minneapolis 
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2022 NCCW CONVENTION REFLECTIONS 

Attending the convention this year was a great joy, although attendance was limited and there were not 

1,200 women as there was in Columbus, Ohio in 2007. (My first national convention.) Sometimes it is 

thought that all is fun and games when we go to convention, but it is intense and we learn so much. I 

have decided to give you a sort of diary with highlights for each day: here goes! 

Day 1-Tuesday November 1, we arrived in the afternoon just in time to attend LTD Training session, 

(Leadership Training and Development). Lots of good ideas were discussed, some of which we’ve tried, 

some we will try in the future. We checked in, registered, got our bags and then went to the pizza 

party/game night get acquainted festivities. Several of us from around the nation played cards and 

learned a new rummy game taught to us by Theola Copeland the PD from Louisville KY. 

Day 2- Wednesday, welcome liturgy was celebrated by Bishop Miguel Gonzales, Chair of the NCCW 

Spiritual Advisors. In his homily he compared Purgatory to a car wash, “We’re on 

our way” we need that quick and final clean-up. It’s our responsibility to pray and 

lift up the ‘Faithful Departed’. The Meditation Room and silent auction opened; first 

timers had orientation.  At the luncheon, the Lady of Good Counsel Award was 

presented to Nymph White. The Speaker was Sister Xavier Mariette Ezeokoli IHM, 

“The Hope for the Homeless Through Love and Service”. The highlight of the day 

was a movie, a presentation and veneration: I am With You, the life story of Blessed 

Carlo Acutis (1991-2006). During his short life he assembled the exhibition of Eucharistic Miracles part 

of which was made available for us to view. There was a display of his relic which we were able to 

approach, touch and pray. It was a quiet and solemn evening. 

Day 3 - Thursday, we were welcomed by NCCW President Pat Voorhes at the General session. This had 

all the pomp and circumstance of an opening meeting in which there were prayers, presentation of 

flags, Pledge of Allegiance and God Bless America sung by Denise Haaland of the ACCW. Partners and 

sponsors of NCCW were introduced. The speaker was Elizabeth Kelly.   

“Two Lost Souls, One Good Shepherd” told the stories of two 

individuals who found their way. Mass was celebrated by Archbishop 

Bernard Hebda, assisted by Bishop Felton of Duluth and Bishop 

William Wack, NCCW Episcopal Liaison to USCCB.  Bishop Hebda’s 

question, “Is it easier to become a saint in Saint Paul or Minneapolis?” After a box lunch, Service 

Commission Chair Yvonne Pygatt spoke of the “universal hand signal for help human trafficking 

awareness and Walking with Mom’s in Need”.  She was followed by Liz Schiavone, Leadership Chair, 

who gave hints for meetings, events and membership retention. Province dinners were held that 

evening, Bishop Kettler joined us. We played our own version of Jeopardy afterward. 

Day 4 - Friday, we had a breakfast meeting, during which a panel of speakers spoke “Discover Your 

Fiat”. The panel gave insights into their personal journey. The panel Consisted of Theresa Coons, Susan 

Stabile, Kim Paden (Spirituality Chair) and our own Kristin Molitor. The business meeting followed 

with an agenda much like our own with reports presented by the president, secretary, treasurer, 

parliamentarian and committee chairs etc. After a box lunch, there was a purse auction (a big 

fundraiser for NCCW). The Spirituality Commission Chair Kim Paden along with the members of the 
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commission presented “Sharing Your Journey of Faith”. They were followed by Education Chair Ellen 

Bachman with hints for leadership and information on diversity, especially about our Hispanic and 

Black American sisters. Mass was Celebrated by Bishop William A Wack of Pensacola, FL. There was a 

fund-raiser dinner featuring Native Pride Dancers. 

Day 5 - Saturday, At the general session, the speaker was Yen Fasano, (Archdiocesan Associate Director 

of Catholic Schools) “Knock, Knock, Who’s there??” a spiritual story with humor. The closing session 

began after lunch with more reports and installation of new Province Directors. There was a 

recommitment by Beth Mahoney, President-Elect. We were invited to Salt Lake City August 24-26, 

2023. Closing Liturgy was celebrated by Bishop Joseph A Williams, 

Auxiliary bishop of St Paul/ Minneapolis.  Marla Johnson was installed as 

Treasurer. There was a closing banquet with 

Minnesota Showcase for entertainment, which was 

Native Pride and Creative Impressions featuring 

Irene Schmidt, Cathy Lyons and Tammy Butler  

 

 

 

 

 

ay 6 – Sunday, HOME! Tired attendees reflected on the convention. Masses were wonderful; with 

Spiritual advisors there along with the main celebrants. Music was provided by Singers from Cameroon, 

and schools from the area.  So much information was shared. My notes are extensive and I wish I could 

share more, and I will in the future.  

Convention was amazing; not only did I see people from all over the nation that I’d met before, but I 

met new ones too. We’ll be friends for life! Our time is well filled, but there was down time too: time for 

fellowship; time for laughter, time for some tears to be shed. But it was time well spent, if only we could 

share it all with you.  

Arleen Roelike 
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OFFICERS NEEDED 

DCCW OFFICERS: VICE PRESIDENT and SECRETARY 2023-2025! 

       Nominations are now open! The Nominating Committee is seeking women to serve on the DCCW 

Executive Committee: the offices Vice-President for the 2023-2025 term and Secretary for the 2023-2025 

term.   

        In his address to the general audience assembled at St. Peter’s Square on November 6, 2013, Pope Francis 

said, “The Holy Spirit distributes to the faithful a multitude of spiritual gifts and graces.... The charisms...are 

gifts that the Holy Spirit gives us: talents, possibilities.... Gifts given not to be hidden but to be shared with 

others. They are not given for the benefit of the one who receives them, but for the use of the People of God.” 

        As the nominating committee for the women of the Diocese of St Cloud, we need your gifts, your talents, 

and your leadership skills. As we move forward, your willingness to step up and serve, our vision for the future 

is bright.  

        Offices to be filled for 2023-2025 are Secretary and Vice-President. Deadline for application: July 1, 2023. 

To be considered, a nominee should have previously served as an officer on the deanery level and have the 

approval of her pastor or Spiritual Advisor. No nominations will be accepted from the floor at the Fall 

Conference. Contact us for more information. stclouddccw@gmail.com or aroelike8@gmail.com  

         Prayerfully consider helping to fill these positions.  If you can’t, do you know some who would be willing 

and able? Don’t wait to be contacted, but take the first step and contact a member of the nominating 

committee. 

 May the Holy Spirit be your/our guide,                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Eva Koep, 763-218-2057                                                                                                                                                              

Arleen Roelike, 320-282-9941                                                                              

Polly Rabideau, 320-492-4958 

 

 

Several of our new Deaneries also need officers. Please consider stepping up. There are many resources 

available to guide you in any position that interests you. All officers past and present are willing to help. 

 

 

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Come, Holy Spirit  fill the hearts of Thy Faithful  and kindle in them the fire of Thy divine love.   Send forth 

Thy Spirit  and they shall be created  and Thou shalt renew the face of the earth. 

Let us pray: O God  Who by the light of the Holy Spirit  dost instruct the hearts of the faithful  grant that by 

the same Holy Spirit  we may be always truly wise  and ever rejoice  in His consolation  through Christ 

Our Lord.   Amen. 

 

mailto:stclouddccw@gmail.com
mailto:aroelike8@gmail.com
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CALENDAR  
February 15:   Northwestern Deanery Gathering, 1-3 pm St. Edward’s Parish, Henning MN                                          
February 18:   Metro Deanery Gathering, Immaculate Conception Parish, Rice MN                                                     
February 24:   World Day of Prayer, First United Methodist Church, Sartell MN 
March 18:        Women’s Lenten Retreat – “Be still and Know I am God” St Paul’s Parish, Saint Cloud MN  
April 22:            Eastern Deanery Gathering, St. Elizabeth’s of Hungary, Brennyville MN                                                   
April 26:           West Central Deanery Gathering, 5:30:PM, St Rose of Lima Parish, St Rose MN 
April 26:           Duluth DCCW Spring Conference - TBD  
April 28:           ACCW Spring Conference – Saint Peter’s, Mendota MN  
April 29:           New Ulm DCCW Convention - Saint Mary’s, New Ulm MN  
June 15:            Fun Food and Fund Day, St. Andrew’s Parish Elk River MN 
August 24-26:  NCCW 103rd Convention – Hyatt Regency, Salt Lake City UT  
September 16: 69th Fall Conference – Saint Ann’s Parish, Wadena MN                                                                   
October 7:        Winona Rochester - TBD  
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Annual Lenten Retreat 

“Be Still and Know I’m God” 

March 18, 2023 

 

  

 

Registration Form 

NAME EMAIL In case of 
cancellation 

PHONE 

   

   

   

   
   

   

   

REGISTRATION $20………. NONREFUNDABLE 

ENCLOSED: # of attendees _______ x $20 = $________                                                                       

Checks Payable to St. Cloud DCCW                                                                                                                

Mail To: 

Lora Knafla 

11719 16th Avenue NW 

Rice, MN 56367                                                                                                                                                    

Phone # 320-393-2701 

Sponsored by: St. Cloud Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 

St Paul’s Parish 

1125 11th Ave. N 

St. Cloud, MN 56301 


