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     We are the Voice of Catholic Women everywhere: from the Women in the Pews of the local parishes to 
the Deanery Councils, Diocesan Council, the Province of Saint Paul/Minneapolis, the National Council 
(nccw.org) and WUCWO (World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations wucwo.org) our International 
parent organization. This is one of the ways we share information up and down the lines of 
communication.                                                                   
 

Our Mission Statement: The St. Cloud Diocesan Council of Catholic Women acts through its 

affiliate organizations to support empower and educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership 

and service. DCCW programs respond with Gospel values to the needs of the Church and society in the 

modern world.  

 

A word from the president! 
 

     Greetings from St. Cloud Diocese! I was installed as president at our 64th Annual Fall Conference on 

September 16, 2017. The theme was ‘Faith, Family, and Fatima’ and it was held at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic 

Church in Little Falls. Father Joe Herzing was the keynote speaker talking and showing slides about his recent trip 

to Fatima. What an experience it must have been to be present when the two small children Francisco and 

Jacinta were canonized saints! At Mass we celebrated our Catholic faith. Then after noon lunch we listened to 

Chris Codden give her message on “17 minutes to J. O. Y.” Chris is the director of the Office of Marriage and 

Family for the St. Cloud Diocese. She shared experiences she has had when traveling and personal stories of her 

family.  

 Since then I have enjoyed traveling to different deaneries around the St. Cloud Diocese. Foley/Princeton 

deanery is working to revitalize their group and pledged to spend time in Eucharistic Adoration praying for 

women in their deanery.  At the Melrose/ Sauk Centre deanery meeting they installed a new treasurer and 

toured a recent remodeling of the parish church in St. Rosa. The St. Cloud deanery held a potluck supper after 

Mass and listened to a speaker from the diocesan mission office. We were advised to take note of where our 

articles of clothing are made and in which stores we choose to shop, not wanting to support forced child labor. 
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Also in October I attended the meeting for Cold Spring deanery and helped plan our annual fundraiser called 

‘Fun, Food, and Fund Day' on June 14, 2018. 

 Our Spring Retreat is set for March 10th, 2018 at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in St. Cloud. It will 

be held in conjunction with the Office of Marriage and Family, with Dr. Janet Smith as the keynote speaker. The 

theme is “Why the Pope was Right: A day of Reflection” to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the encyclical 

‘Humanae Vitae’. All are welcome to hear this excellent speaker!  

     Please check our website for upcoming happenings stclouddccw.org.  

     Lastly, our Spiritual Advisor, Fr. Gerry Mischke resigned and we look forward to meeting the new one at the 

January 2018 board meeting.    

Blessings to all.                                                                                                                                          Cheryl Weller, 

President 

 

The current board installed at the Annual Fall Conference. 
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Province Director Report 

St. Cloud DCCW Conference  

Little Falls, MN  
  

     Good Morning.    My name is Irene Schmidt.  I am originally from New Munich and for the last 44 years have 

lived in Opole, my husband is Ron and we have 3 children and 5 grandchildren.  I was our parish president of the 

Christian Mothers 3 times before I realized that our parish group belonged to a larger organization.    

     Province consists pf:   

• Parish, Deanery, Diocese, Province, National  

• We have representation at the USCCB, the United Nations, WUCWO, Catholic Social Ministry 

Gathering and Religious Alliance Against Pornography    

The Province consists of North and South Dakota and Minnesota It is a 2-year term and rotates between 5 active 

dioceses. St. Cloud comes up every 10 years.  Eva Koep last Province Director.       The National Council of 

Catholic Women, founded on March 4, 1920, celebrated its 97th year of service to God and the Church at the 

annual Convention September 6-9, 2017 in Dallas, Texas with the theme: Catholic Women: Living the Joy of the 

Gospel.   

     Nine ladies from St. Cloud Diocese just returned from NCCW Conference. It is hard (impossible) to explain the 

feeling that you get when you are surrounded by 600 women who all share the same connection as you. All 

different walks of life.  Some very educated Doctors, lawyers, women who have had their own businesses and 

many more just ordinary moms.  I can’t call us moms uneducated because we all have life lessons.  Everyone is 

so different but we all have one goal in mind-to live our life so that can answer to the Lord when we meet him.      

These 600 women from all around the United States, undeterred by hurricane Harvey and the imminent threat 

of Irma, joined with their Council sisters to pray and worship, hear motivating talks from renowned speakers, 

vote on resolutions, welcome incoming officers, visit the jam-packed exhibit hall and tour Dallas while staying at 

the beautiful Hilton Anatole in the Dallas Design District.  

     From the hilarity of Sister’s Christmas Catechism, to liturgies that filled attendees with peace and a profound 

sense of camaraderie as hundreds of NCCW sisters and Spiritual Advisors joined in praise, NCCW members not 

only experienced a most memorable time together, they also raised funds for and donated necessities to 

hurricane victims.   

     Speakers for the 2017 National Convention included: Mary Rice Hasson, a Fellow at the Ethics and Public 

Policy Center in Washington, D.C. where she directs the Catholic Women’s Forum, an initiative that responds to 

Pope Francis’s call for Catholic women to assume a higher profile within the Church; Stacy Thomlison, missionary 

for the Fellowship of Catholic University Students (Focus); Dale Recinella, spiritual counselor and Catholic lay 

chaplain to prisoners as well as author of numerous books on the death penalty; and Mother Susan Catherine 

Kennedy, a former Nacogdoches County judge who founded the order of the Daughters of Divine Hope in 2010 

after the death of her husband.   

     A special treat for Convention attendees was the opportunity to view the trailer for SONY Picture’s movie, 

THE STAR and to attend a pre-release presentation of the movie, Same Kind of Different as Me, based on the 

best-selling book.   
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     Maribeth Stewart, NCCW President said:  “In Convention, the scope and breadth of our NCCW becomes 

vibrantly apparent as we gather from across the country to pray, laugh, and learn what together we can do 

through the interaction of all levels of Council to make our world a better place. I expect that attendees will 

come away with a renewed sense of appreciation for our NCCW, thankful for all those who established and who 

have remained true to our Mission through these last 97 years. We now look to a future bright with promise as 

we move forward in our commitment to unite and assist American Catholic women to live fully the Joy of the 

Gospel,”   

     There is a New executive director- more user-friendly office and website. Studies are being done on a new 

program-going to colleges and high schools to recruit members  

     Goals of the USCCB  

• Promote Laity  

• Form Godly Parents  

• Pastoral plan for Marriage  

     If you have concerns- write them down along with your name and contact info. Get it to me and I will help 

you find the answer.  

     I would like to encourage you to go out on a limb-that’s where the best fruit is. It is not about getting ladies to 

come to meetings-it is about getting them to be excited about their faith.  

St. Francis of Assisi, “I did what God asked me to do. 

See to it that you do what God asks you to do”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Province Director, Irene Schmidt and 

 Past Province Director, Eva Koep. 

Eva is now on the board of the 

 Associates for NCCW 
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                                                                                                             Photo by Pat Kasella 

 

After his ordination, in remembrance of the day, the St. Cloud DCCW 

presented Father Derek with the gift of a traveling Mass kit. 

FOLEY/PRINCETON DEANERY 

     Our deanery held a brainstorming meeting on Wednesday, Oct 11, 2017, to determine if there was still 

interest in keeping our Deanery active.  Fourteen invitations were sent out to our parishes, with seven parishes 

responding, we had ten women in attendance. 

     Since it was quickly agreed to meet two times a year (in April & October) on the third Monday of the month, I 

took that as a positive step toward continuing our deanery.  Since we do not currently have a Spiritual Advisor 

we will be actively seeking one. 

     There was strong agreement to have a prayerful/spiritual plan for the women of our deanery.  One of the 

women will be looking into planning a retreat; in the immediate future, we will each have a notice put in our 

respective parish bulletins.  We will be inviting participation to a specific holy hour per month to pray for 

“growth in spirituality and service for all women of our parish”.  Each parish will also look into starting a “Seven 

Sisters Apostolate” prayer group, to pray for our Priests.   

     There was time for brief sharing between parishes on how often each parish meets and some of their service 

activities.  At our next meeting in April, we will discuss the National CCW program “Under the Clothes and Over 

the Toes” as a possible deanery service project.  All tee shirts and socks collected would be donated to the less 

fortunate of our area.   

Mary Jo Fitzpatrick, Deanery President 
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MELROSE/SAUK CENTRE DEANERY  

 

     A dozen meetings or retreats and outings along with beautiful weather and fall colored leaves have 

made 2017 a fun and busy time for all of us. 

     At our fall general meeting at St. Rosa we made spiritual cards to take home and send to others.  

Thank you to Brenda Springer for donating the card materials for us to make the cards, send to others 

and have them enjoy.  We also had tours of the new church addition, which was wonderfully designed 

and decorated. 

      Our Lady of Lourdes did an outstanding job of the DCCW Annual Fall Conference with their theme 

of “Faith, Family and Fatima". It was nice to have Jesus look-a-like (Father Joseph Herzing) give the 

talk on Fatima, and though I thought I knew the story, there was more to learn.   

     In a book I have been reading, Restless Because You Were Made For More by Jennie Allen, she talks 

of wanting to live our lives intentionally.  This quote seems to fit our lives as active Catholic women in 

central Minnesota.  “Without some effort, we will waste our days...our lives.  So putting thought into 

intentionally spending our time and resources for the glory of God may be the most important thing we 

will do with our lives.  As we understand ourselves in light of God's purposes, we are.... 

• moved to action 

• able to filter opportunities as they present themselves 

• equipped with a compass pointing toward God's purposes for our lives 

• convicted that we are a part of a bigger story.” 

Thanks to Sue Burg for stepping up to be Treasurer for the next term. 

Blessings to all of you for all you do for others in your lives! 

Evelyn Budde, Deanery President 
 

 

NCCW National Convention, Dallas, Texas                                                  

 September 6-9, 2017 

     If you are wondering what part of the national convention is ‘Catholic’, I would like to share with you the 

spirituality events.  

     First, every day, all day there was a Meditation Room where we could say our prayers or sit in silence to listen 

to God speak to us. Thursday and Saturday morning priests were hearing confessions. Friday morning, we 

gathered as a large group to pray the rosary outside, and on Saturday we prayed the rosary using the 7 Dolors 

(sorrows) of Mary as our guide.  

      All three days Mass was celebrated with 600 women in attendance! Rev. Gregory L. Parkes, Bishop of St. 

Petersburg and Episcopal Liaison to the National Council of Catholic Women from the USCCB was scheduled to 

be the main celebrant, but due to illness he was not able to attend. The opening liturgy on Thursday was 

celebrated by Reverend James G. Stembler, past chair of Spiritual Advisors. He spoke on following Jesus and our 

feeling of unworthiness. He used the example of a person in his local parish repeatedly saying ‘no’ when asked 

to be a Eucharistic minister. Then he reflected on the Gospel of Luke when Jesus asked Peter to put out his nets. 

What was Peter thinking? Did he say ‘no’? Peter explained that they had been fishing all night and caught 

nothing, but followed the command of Jesus and cast out his net into deep waters.  Peter was astonished at the 

catch of fish and felt ashamed in the presence of Jesus. Fr. Stembler stated that he himself was not worthy to be 

a priest. We need to realize that we can’t do it on our own and need the help of God in our lives.  
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     Friday’s liturgy was celebrated by Reverend Richard Dawson, chair of the NCCW Spiritual Advisors. He wanted 

to highlight the theme of the national convention which was “Living the Joy of the Gospel”. As the pianist softly 

played and women softly sang ‘Amen’, Fr. Dawson read the Gospel of Matthew listing the genealogy of Jesus. Fr. 

Dawson kept reading and the music grew louder until the end! It touched our hearts and was very emotional!  

      The closing liturgy was celebrated by Most Reverend John Gregory Kelly, Auxiliary Bishop, Diocese of 

Dallas and Most Reverend David A. Konderla, Bishop of Tulsa. Bishop Kelly gave his welcome to the women in 

attendance. He was aware of the damage Hurricane Harvey had in Texas, the threat of Hurricane Irma along the 

east coast, and also the damage done by wild fires in the western states. We were encouraged to pray for all 

those affected by natural disasters.   

     Next, he asked about the workers at the convention, those who do the 

‘behind the scenes’ tasks of setting up in the beginning and cleaning up at 

the end. The chairperson of the committee gets all the thanks and the gift 

basket, right? How does that work, he asked, that the chairperson 

gets the glory and all you get is the trash? We certainly need to work 

together and support each other. Using the Gospel of Matthew readings 

for Sunday, Bishop Kelly quoted “For where two or three are gathered 

together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”  Bishop Kelly 

reminded us that calumny is to spread false things, and gossip spreads 

truths that nobody else needs to know. We need to evangelize and spread 

the good news as Jesus was the original missionary.  

     The National Council of Catholic Women annual convention definitely 

displayed our Catholic faith.  

 

Cheryl Weller, President, St. Cloud DCCW                                                                                                                                 

 

NCCW CONVENTION REPORT 

“HOW TO BE A JOYFUL CATHOLIC WOMAN IN A POST-CHRISTIAN WORLD.” 
Mary Rice Hasson. 

      
The first thing Mary did was to thank us for being Catholic Women in a world that is not easy. We are faced with 
many challenges. Culture states that we are to be able to do as men do. We are measured by our looks, the 
amount of money we make, and our position. But when we work together we can accomplish much. Being 
women is beautiful; we have a lot to give. Our focus is on one another. The secret of fullness is to give. 
      It is tough to be a Catholic today where 1-3 people are non-believers and are not connected to anything. 
Young people want scientists’ facts as Catholics. Our truth comes from God. Our culture to connect to others 
uses the media. We can't do it by ourselves. Going to confession, we can feel close to God. We need confession 
for this. The world challenges the church in sexual ?? and marriage. People want to be joyful; we see and hear 
this in the Gospel. When faith, hope and love come together we see joy.  
     Then Mary told stories about Faith, Hope, and Love. 
     A story on Faith, was when Mother Theresa heard God's voice saying she needed a million dollars. She met 
with a billionaire. She wasted no time, on the first meeting she asked for the million dollars, he offered her 
$10,000; she replied "No, I need a million." So, she looked at him and said "Let's pray”. He then offered $25,000. 
Mother told him no she needed a million dollars. Again, she told him "Let's pray." Then he wrote out a check for 
a million dollars. Mother brought him into faith by praying.  
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     Hope was when a husband with Parkinson's Disease went to Lourdes with his wife and a group. Their leader 
was Cathy, who carted the husband around. Cathy told them about her daughter who had stage 4 breast cancer. 
The daughter wanted to go to Lourdes with her mother. Once there, she climbed to the top station. She trusted 
in God.  
     Then there was the story about Jane, whose husband had left her with a large family to be with his lover. 
When he got a debilitating disease, his lover left him. With no place to go, he called Jane. Jane brought him back 
home. God was asking her to say yes because of Love.  
         One was about Princess Di and Mother Theresa. Princess Di spent time with Mother Theresa searching for 
JOY, This CHANGED Princess Di’s life. When she found direction, she found what she was searching for 
    At the intercession of faith, hope and love is joy. In John 15:10-15. If you keep my commandments, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and remain in His love. I have told you this so 
that my joy may be in you and your joy may be complete. This is my commandment, love one another as I love 
you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. 

                                                                                           Linda Scepurek, Vice President ST. Cloud DCCW   

                                                                                                                                       

 

Janet Behrendt and Linda 

Scepurek donating to “Over the 

Toes and Under the Clothes.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCCW — 97 YEARS LIVING THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL                         

 Stacy Thomlison - "She Who Has Jesus Lacks for Nothing" 

   In 2008, Stacy Thomlison joined a Holy Land pilgrimage led by Scott Hahn, and she fell in love with the 

Catholic faith. The experience ultimately led the registered nurse to leave her "dream job" and her boyfriend in 

New York and enter the Church. She joined the Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS) as a 

missionary at the University of Nebraska in Lincoln.  

       “As I walked where Jesus walked, God really grabbed my heart and He said, I want you back and I want all of 

you". The world tells you that money, fame and power will make you happy. And I had all of that in New York 

and felt empty inside. Working for FOCUS, my heart is now full with joy and a priceless peace". 
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     During her stint as a missionary, Thomlison has encouraged Catholics and other students to make hard, 

courageous choices in an undergraduate social environment that can penalize distinctively Christian behavior. In 

campus groups, FOCUS student leaders commit themselves to chastity, sobriety and excellence in their studies. 

     Stacy isn't the only one in her birth family to join the Catholic Church. Her brother, Father Steve 

Thomlison, a priest in the Diocese of Lincoln, paved the way for her and introduced her to a Rite of Christian 

Initiation for Adults (RCIA) program in the city. Her sister and both her parents also came into the Catholic 

faith.  

       Sharing some of her personal stories, she was married 18 months but her husband was unfaithful, (add 

comma) which broke her heart. After some time, she met a wonderful man who decided to enter the seminary, 

another big letdown. Her mother had breast cancer and Stacy took 6 months off to care for her. 

     While she was a missionary in FOCUS, she lived in a dorm and took the basement room which had its own 

bathroom. She stated living in community is hard. One early morning she heard someone come down the stairs 

and use her shower.  While she was getting more upset, (add) as she didn't know who was using her bathroom, 

suddenly she thought,” What if it is Jesus!” I hope it was clean enough for him.    The lesson she learned is to 

treat others as if they are Jesus.  

     While working as a nurse, she treated a woman infested with bed bugs, who was angry and cursing anyone 

who treated her. She helped Brenda shower and calm down. Brenda asked Stacy, “Why are you being so nice to 

me?" Stacy answered by asking, “Do you know Jesus? He was nice to me first." 

     She went to a seminar where she had the opportunity to go to confession to a monsignor who surprised her 

by saying, "You don't depend on God as a little child." 

    She concluded her talk by telling us, “God calls you to spend time with him.” She mentioned the 

popular book, The Shack, by William Paul Young. The book tells of a man, Mackenzie (Mack), who suffered 

the tragedy of losing his little girl and encounters the Trinity on a personal level. 

     Stacy is currently serving in Rwanda, Africa. Stacy has a great devotion to Our Lady of Kibeho in South Africa 

and said she knows Immaculee Ilibagiza who lost most of her family during the horrific 1994 Rwandan genocide. 

When Stacy began her talk, she said she wasn't a public speaker, but we were impressed with her story and 

her sharing of her faith. 

          Janet Berendt                                                                                                                                                           

        Family Concerns Commission 

 

NCCW CONVENTION 

 

     I was impressed by all the speakers at the 97th “Living the Joy of the Gospel” National Council of Catholic 

Women conference in Dallas.  I have actually heard this speaker at one of the other 13 conventions I have 

attended.  I had heard him speak against the death penalty.   

     He was Dale Recinella. He counsels prisoners who are on death row in the Florida prisons.  He has served for 

20 years as a Catholic Lay Chaplain.   He is the author of several books; “Now I walk on Death Row” and “Why 

American Catholics Must Say “No” to the Death Penalty”.   He is a lawyer and has taught International 

Law/Business Ethics.   
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     His wife Dr. Susan, also serves on his team during executions.  He is a Spiritual Advisor to the condemned and 

she is a lay minister to the condemned familys and loved ones.    They also minister to the families and loved 

ones of the victims.  Even the victim’s families struggle with the stigma. 

      Everyone is affected when there is an execution.   - both sides, the victim’s family, the condemned and the 

guards.  The victim’s families are not allowed to be at the execution.  They generally choose to wait in the chapel 

where his wife, Susan ministers to them.  The correction officers have a struggle; it’s not an easy job; keeps 

mental health people busy.   

     We have the highest number in the whole world of incarcerated prisoners per capita.   More than 2 million 

are in jails.  The cost to the taxpayers is staggering. We need to reform our system because it’s going to 

bankrupt us.   Catholic prisoners have a hard time.  Someone is always trying to get them to convert to their way 

of thinking; such as the Evangelical’s in the Bible-belt states, like Florida.   

      If a condemned person appeals, and new evidence comes to light, the prevents it from being presented, so 

many are held for years on death row.  

 

                                                                         MENTORING 

     At our National Council of Catholic Women Convention in Dallas in September, the membership voted to 

adopt a resolution on Mentoring.  We adopted that same resolution at our Diocesan Conference that was held 

at Little Falls.  I noted recently that our new National Leadership Commission chair, our own Minnesota past 

Province Director, Bev McCarvel, wrote about mentoring in the Connect. (An online newsletter sent out to 

individual members of NCCW). 

     Mentoring is the process of building trusting relations where guidance, support and encouragement is given 

to help another.  This is a one-on-one program that will help each new member feel more comfortable, 

welcomed and generally loved.  If you go to the NCCW.org website, under the Leadership Commission page, you 

will find the Mentoring Guide.  It can be downloaded and printed.  Bev says that mentoring is critical to the 

success of NCCW in the future. 

 

Julie Moorhead-Miller 

Past President 

 

    Julie shopping in the exhibit hall. 
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IT WAS IN 1989 THAT CONGRESS DESIGNATED OCTOBER AS  

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH. 
     In an effort to make October a month of saving lives, this October our National Council of Catholic Women 

(NCCW) took up the call for Domestic Violence calling it “Women Healing the Wounds”.  They put together a 

step-by-step program for parish or organizations, giving methods for participation, prayers, instructions, and 

also how to involve the parish, school, and teens.  It is designed to give you an easy event to plan. The guide 

presents a checklist to help you organize your program.  It gives you ideas that you can use within your parish to 

help you effectively use your bulletin and social media in conjunction with the NCCW Women Healing the 

Wounds educational brochure.  You may download the 8-page document “Implementing an effective Domestic 

Violence Awareness Program” at www.nccw.org.  Go to the Commissions tab, click on Service Commission and 

scroll down to Resources. 

     October may be past, but Domestic Violence continues, it is not too late to help make others aware of 

Domestic Violence.   

     Why should Catholic Council of Women (CCW) members be aware of Domestic Abuse and Violence? 

• it can happen in any family, within any parish or community 

• knowledge of the signs will help you identify if it is happening within your own family 

• knowing the signs of Domestic Abuse can save lives 

• the information in this resource will give you valuable tools 
     Did you know? 

• Domestic Violence is a learned behavior that increases in frequency 

• Battery is the single greatest cause of injury to women of all ages 

• In this country, a woman is beaten every 15 seconds. One out of four women will be abused 
during their lives 

• Domestic Violence occurs in 33% - 66% of all adult cohabitating relationships.  These facts also 
apply to teenage date abuse 

• October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
     What can I do? 

1. Educate yourselves, your organization, your community 
2. Advocate -  Be a voice for change in public policy 
3. Donate to shelters, cook meals, teach life skills at shelters 
4. Drive victims to doctor’s appointments, counseling and court dates 
5. Serve on the board of an abuse shelter 

 

In October 1978 Anna Marie’s Alliance was incorporated in St. Cloud. Their mission, to provide safe shelter for 

abused women and their children in the Stearns, Benton, Sherburne, Mille Lacs, and 

Wright Counties of Central Minnesota.  Since 1979, Anna Marie’s Alliance has housed 

more than 16,692 women and children.   

LET’S HELP MAKE OTHERS AWARE OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

 

 

 

Report from 2017 National CCW Convention  

BY Carol Brunn, DCCW Treasurer 
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THE BUSINESS SIDE TOO 

    Not only was the NCCW Convention spiritual, enlightening, fulfilling and full of fellowship, there was 

also the business side that needed attention. 

   On Thursday morning, the general session opened with Sheila Hopkins. Introductions were made. 

Greetings came from other organizations such as:   the San Antonio Province, CRS, Cross Catholic 

Outreach, Knights of Peter Claver, Catholic Daughters of America, Catholic Women’s League of Canada, 

the USCCB, WUCWO and Most Reverend Gregory L Parkes, USCCB Episcopal Liaison to NCCW. These 

are all organizations with whom we are affiliated. 

     On Friday afternoon, Sheila Hopkins conducted the business meeting which consisted of credentials, 

rules, agenda approval, and the 2016 minutes. Reports from the various committees followed.  

      President Sheila reported on the events of the past year. NCCW has a new logo. The showing of the 

movie “The Young Messiah,” brought in $35,000. The "Catholic Woman" now will have a cover girl, a 

member of NCCW.  The Million Works of Mercy project brought in 2 ½ million works which were 

presented to Pope Francis. NCCW membership is working on the Purse Club (to help persons pay off 

their debt so they can enter the religious life) and the Respite Program (helps caregivers.  The Domestic 

Violence Symposium was attended and will be a focus of NCCW.  To encourage young women, 

planning is beginning to establish affiliates on campuses. 

     The treasurer stated that NCCW is now stable and has money in the bank.  Don’t stop now: put a gift 

to NCCW in the budget, join the Birthday club, be an individual member and encourage others to 

become members. 

     In other news, a continuation of the 100-year history is being written. Father Richard Dawson 

suggested a subscription of “Catholic Woman” for all priests. An amendment to the by-laws clarifying 

wording for the board was passed. All resolutions passed.  

     At the Associates of NCCW, Eva Koep was installed on that board. They conduct fundraisers and give 

grants to NCCW. This year they gave $11,000 to NCCW and $1,000 to the Purse Club. 

     The National Nominating Committee met and has prepared information to elect an NCCW treasurer 

at the next convention. Arleen Roelike, from our diocese, was elected to serve on the committee. 

     On Saturday afternoon, new Province Directors were installed, including Irene Schmidt of St. Cloud 

Diocese. There was a NCCW Recommitment Service in which Maribeth Stewart became the new 

president. 

Arleen Roelike                                                                                                                                                        

Information Technician/Webmaster 

 

 

Arleen Roelike (far right) and 4 others of the 7 

who were elected to the                                             

National Nominating Committee. 



Our Catholic Voice 

 

 

 

    

    Congratulations and many thanks to Little 

Falls Deanery and their generous donors. They 

have collected 400 “Boxes of Joy”. Pictured is 

Deanery President Linda Scepurek and the 

cartons that are ready to ship. 

NCCW has partnered with Cross Catholic 

Outreach to collect these. 

“At Christmas, we experience the joy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Gift giving is a wonderful, meaningful part of that 
experience. Unfortunately, severe poverty deprives many 
children in developing countries of this joy. Their parents 
are too poor to provide even one simple Christmas present.  
 
Through Cross Catholic Outreach’s Box of Joy program, 
you can ensure these children are not deprived of Christmas blessings this year. By packing a Christmas gift box 
and sponsoring the cost of its shipment, you can deliver a Box of Joy to a child overseas who would otherwise 
receive nothing.” 

For more information see the website: 

http://www.crosscatholic.org/boxofjoy  

It may be too late for 2017, but get started for 2018. 

 

                     SAVE THE DATE 

                                Province Conference ’18 

     “ignite the Spirit within” 

    June 25-26, 2018, 

 St. John Vianney, Fairmont MN 

 

                                                   Watch for further information! 

There will be something of everything; 

                                       Spirituality, Leadership, service and fellowship! 

   Come to Mass!  Have you ever wondered if you could be a better leader? The LTD (Leadership Training and 

Development) team will be here. Past NCCW President Sheila Hopkins will be the Keynote speaker on Monday.  

Have some fun at the silent auction. 

http://www.crosscatholic.org/boxofjoy
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2017 RESOLUTIONS 

CULTURAL DIVERSITY  

Purpose: To celebrate the diverse gifts of the many cultures reflected in the women of the Council of Catholic 
Women (CCW).    

WHEREAS, CCW is an organization for all Catholic women;  

WHEREAS, CCW acts through its members to support, empower and educate all Catholic women in spirituality, 
leadership and service thereby upholding the dignity of all women; and  

WHEREAS, Our Blessed Mother has appeared in all cultures in the unique manifestation of that way of life,  

BE IT RESOLVED, That CCW members will celebrate the diverse gifts that women of all cultures bring when 
participating in Council meetings and programs; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the St. Cloud Diocesan Council of Catholic Women will promote resources 
offered by the National Council of Catholic Women to help members develop an appreciation of the gifts of each 
Council member by incorporating cultural diversity into its structure.    

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY  

Purpose: To provide information to the Council of Catholic Women (CCW) members on the vital role Legislative 
Advocacy plays in shaping lives and to create awareness of our obligation as Catholics to take an active part in 
advocating for and supporting the making of laws that protect the common good of all.    

WHEREAS, the Catholic Church advocates for the compassion of Christ in countless ways, including healthcare 
institutions, schools, charitable works and social service agencies throughout the world; and WHEREAS, the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), through Catholic Social Teaching based on Pope’s 
encyclicals and Apostolic Exhortations, calls for renewed action that focuses on moral principles, the defense of 
life, the needs of the poor and vulnerable, and the pursuit of the common good;  

BE IT RESOLVED, That CCW members become aware of pertinent legislative issues by signing up with their State 
Catholic Conference, accessing the USCCB website and the sites of other Catholic agencies and organizations 
concerned with proposed and pending legislation; and  

BE IT RESOLVED, That CCW members study legislative issues, read and act on legislative alerts, becoming aware 

of actions taken by the USCCB that pertain to Catholic Church ethics and doctrine; and BE IT FURTHER 
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RESOLVED, That CCW members work with their local, state, and federal legislators through visits, letters, phone 

calls and emails to advocate for legislative processes and lawmaking that will positively impact the moral 

character of individuals in our society and protect human dignity.    

UNITED TO PRAY FOR OUR COUNTRY  

Purpose: To promote uniting our country by praying daily for the safety of the United States and for a return to a 

godly nation.  

WHEREAS, Our prayers are our most powerful weapon and there is a need to join together in prayer, united in 

the cause to heal our land; and  

WHEREAS, Scripture teaches us to call upon God as found in 2 Chronicles 7:14, “If thou my people, upon whom 

my name has been pronounced, humble themselves and pray, and seek my face and turn from their evil ways, I 

will hear them from heaven, and pardon their sin, and heal their land.” BE IT RESOLVED, That the CCW promote 

praying every day at a convenient time, the Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel, the Our Father, Hail Mary and 

Glory Be for the intentions of the safety of the United States, protection from evil actions, and a return to a 

godly nation.    

MENTORING  

Purpose: To inform the CCW members of the importance of mentoring at all levels of council.    

WHEREAS, Mentoring is a trusting relationship bringing a mentor together with a mentee offering guidance, 

support, and encouragement to develop the skills of the mentee;  

WHEREAS, Mentors are needed to challenge us to grow and mature in our lives and in our faith, by listening to 

words and also to the heart; and  

WHEREAS, All rings of council can benefit from mentoring relationships, helping our organization to grow and 

thrive;  

BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Cloud Diocesan Council of Catholic Women will encourage the utilization of a 

mentoring program at all levels of the organization, which encourages the mentee to act outside her comfort 

zone while trying new tasks, by publishing articles about mentoring in its newsletter and on its website 

(www.stclouddccw.org) .    

 

 

Pat Reymann, (NCCW Parliamentarian) 

 Linda Christen, and Irene Schmidt 
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