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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
June 9, 2016 “Color your World with Prayer” Fun, Food & Fund Day, St Francis Zavier Church, 219-2nd Street, Sartell, MN
June 13-14, 2016 “Sowers of Hope” Province Conference, St. Henry's Catholic Church, 1001 East 7th Street, Monticello, MN
June 26, 2016 - Fortnight for Freedom begins 4 PM, Cathedral of Saint Mary, Saint Cloud
August 5, 2016 Melrose/Sauk Centre Deanery Tour Diocesan Churches of Holy Doors, More info to follow.
August 20, 2016 Bus trip to Our Lady of Guadalupe, Lacrosse, WI
September 7-11, 2016 NCCW National Convention, Indianapolis, Indiana
September 17, 2016 Annual Fall Conference, Saint Mary, Melrose, MN
December 10, 2016 Honoring Our Lady of Guadalupe, Saint John’s University Campus

Take this newsletter READ IT- COPY IT- SHARE IT

WEBSITE: www.stclouddccw.org
Facebook: Saint Cloud Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
The St. Cloud Diocesan Council of Catholic Women acts through its affiliated organizations to support empower and educate
all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and service. DCCW programs respond with Gospel values to the needs of the
Church and society in the modern world.

“OUR CATHOLIC VOICE”
We are the Voice of Catholic Women everywhere: from the Women in the
Pews of the local parishes to the Deanery Councils, Diocesan Council, the
Province of Saint Paul/Minneapolis, the National Council (nccw.org) and
WUCWO (World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations wucwo.org) our
International parent organization. This is one of the ways we share information up
and down the lines of communication.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Eva Koep
eakoep@arvig.net
763-218-2057

Greetings!!
A belated Happy Mother’s Day to all. Hope all had a great day. I did a Cure for Cancer Walk
as a service.
The last few months have been busy for me, our Vice President and Past President.
What a wonderful retreat for women on February 27th at Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church
in Richmond. The Theme was Mercy Leads to Joy. It was truly a day of joy. Fr. Edward Vebelun
said Mass and gave the homily. Our speaker Fr. Don Wagner spoke on the Year of Mercy and
his time when the pope was here. The afternoon gave everybody a chance to reflect on their
faith: the rosary, stations, special booths for personal reflection and especially confessions also.
Thank you Cold Spring Deanery for a fantastic job done by all involved.
The Mission Rally at Paynesville was attended by many. It was wonderful how our ladies in
their parishes have such great talent. God Bless you for your dedication and faith to projects.
On the 13th of April the Duluth Diocese had their convention. What great speakers they had!
Fr. Brandon spoke on his vocation, but his last advice to us is-we are the ladies-to go and
recruit. Mass was said by Bishop Sirba and he was the main speaker for the afternoon. Mercy how we received it and how it should affect our life by confession, family and holy hours.
Bishop Sirba also talked about the book by Pope Francis (Joy of Love).
The New Ulm Diocese had their convention on April 22-23, 2016 at St. Edward’s church in
Minneota and their theme was “I Have Made You a Light”. Their speaker on Saturday was Sheri
Wohlfert. She is veteran Motivational Humorist who leaves her audience laughing, thinking,
praying and finding God's fingerprints in all corners of life. She did the morning and afternoon
sessions. Her talks left you thinking how she sees helping God's Children Live, Love and Laugh in
the presence of the Lord.
The ACCW annual convention was held April 29-30, 2016 at St. Vincent DePaul Catholic
Church, Brooklyn Park, Minnesota. Theme was (Women Sowers of Hope). Mass with Bishop
Cozzens, speaker Fr. John Forliti spoke on his vocation, family and inner faith. Remember that
the Eucharist is our community meal. Remember Love is a commitment. On Saturday our
speaker was Tom Halden (From News to the Pews) who told what the news of the world has
done for him and how they preserve some interviews.
I attended the St. Cloud Deanery meeting April 19, 2016, which included Rosary, Mass and a
business meeting. The Little Falls Spring Meeting was held May 7, 2016 at Holy Family Parish
in Belle Prairie, Minnesota. That evening featured the Rosary, Mass and a speaker. Rose Surma
spoke about Oasis of Central Minnesota helping those in need in Morrison County.
Dates to remember:
June 9, 2016 Food, Fun, Fund day, at St. Francis Church, 219-2nd Street, Sartell, Minnesota
June 13-14, 2016 “Sowers of Hope” Province Conference, St. Henry's Catholic Church,
1001 East 7th Street, Monticello, Minnesota.
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If you can't attend a national convention, the Province Conference is a smaller local version of
the national convention.
May all have a great summer and God Bless what you do for your parish. Blessings in Christ

Eva A Koep
St. Cloud DCCW President
__________________________________________________________

PAST PRESIDENT REPORT
Recently four of us attended the Duluth Diocesan Council of Catholic women spring
gathering at Virginia, MN.
As pastor of Holy Spirit, Fr. Brandon Moravitz spoke to those gathered. His talk was titled
“Name”. N stands for new, using all kinds of ways to reach our fellow parishioners and get the
word of faith out. A stands for ardor, we have a real passion for our faith and show our
love. M stands for methods we use to reach out and invite and E stands for expression, the
way we encounter our church to build unity and be people of joy. Duluth’s Bishop Sirba also
spoke and he talked of God’s mercy and invited all to share in God’s mercy.
Several of the DCCW officers also attended the Mission Rally held at St. Louis Catholic
Church in Paynesville early in April. It was a well-attended event. Two Crosier Fathers, Fr. Nana
and Fr. Zawadi shared their stories of mission in Indonesia and the Congo. Mission groups
throughout the diocese displayed samples of their work. Bishop Kettler celebrated Mass.
I want to take this opportunity to thank all the women of the diocese who during this past
year have been saving plastic caps for “Caps of Love”. We are no longer collecting these. My
husband and I made two trips to Florida this past year to deliver Caps and felt that it was a very
worthwhile charity. The monies obtained from the caps purchased wheel chairs for disabled
children. But, because of the amount of labor to sort the caps and the expense of transporting
them such a distance we have decided to discontinue the project. Also due to an accident we
had this winter, I no longer will drive my RV long distances, nor will I ever tow again.
The price the chairwoman in Florida gets for the plastic has decreased significantly so she
encouraged us to try to find local recyclers to take our caps and make a donation to Caps of
Love. I welcome your suggestions as my garage is full.

God Bless...Julie Moorhead-Miller,
Immediate Past President DCCW
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CHURCH COMMISSION REPORT
Why a Jubilee of Mercy now?

This is the Jubilee Year of Mercy. It lasts from December 8, 2015, the 50th anniversary of the closing of
Vatican II, until November 20, 2016, the Feast of Christ the King.
Pope Francis says, "Here, then is the reason for the Jubilee: because this is the time for mercy. It is the
favorable time to heal wounds, a time not to be weary of meeting all those who are waiting to see and to touch
with their hands the signs of the closeness of God, a time to show everyone, everyone, the way of forgiveness and
reconciliation. May the Mother of God open our eyes, so that we may comprehend the task to which we have
been called; and may she obtain for us the grace to experience this Jubilee of Mercy as faithful and fruitful
witnesses of Christ."
Pope Francis strongly desires this Jubilee of Mercy to be a celebration of Mercy to be lived out in the daily lives
of the faithful, and all who turn to God for compassion and mercy. We are to live out the loving mercy that God
has for us. Our response to God's loving Mercy is to act that same way to all we meet. Mercy is the very
foundation of the Church's life. As members of the Body of Christ (the Catholic Church), our lives should reflect
this witness of Mercy to those we meet on a daily basis.
The central component of the Jubilee of Mercy is that of the opening of the Holy Doors of Mercy. In the St.
Cloud Diocese several shrines as well as the Cathedral have been designated as pilgrimage sites to receive daily
plenary indulgences for ourselves or souls in Purgatory. A pilgrimage is a journey in which we desire to walk closer
with God and discover moments of grace and spiritual renewal. The Melrose/Sauk Centre Deanery CCW is planning
a tour of the Holy Doors on August 5, 2016 More details are coming soon. The Holy Doors are symbols of God's
mercy, open to welcome all into the compassion of God's love that Christ proclaimed.
Bishop Donald Kettler has written a Pastoral Letter entitled Be Merciful Just as Your Father is Merciful. It is a
great document and Bishop Kettler asks us to meet in groups in our parishes during this Year of Mercy to study this
letter. Another good book is a 33 day do-it-yourself retreat entitled 33 Days to Merciful Love by Father Michael
Gaitley. Also by Father Gaitley is Consoling the Heart of Jesus.
On April 8, 2016 Pope Francis released an Apostolic Exhortation on the family entitled The Joy of Love. (Amoris
Laetitia). It is a lengthy document but well worth the read. It is available on the internet and should be available in
bookstores soon.
May you learn much during this Year of Mercy and may the Holy Spirit guide you in living the Spirit of Mercy
shown to us by Jesus. Remember we all wish for and desire God's Mercy. In turn may we give this back to
others. Let us not desire mercy for ourselves and justice for others.

Linda Christen
Church Commission
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS
The Homeless in Our Midst

In recent months I have begun volunteering at the Place of Hope in St. Cloud where the homeless
in the area are cared for on a daily basis. The experience has been very rewarding and very much of an
eye opener for me, not realizing before just how extensive the problem is in our St. Cloud area. The
needs of the homeless are ongoing. The Place of Hope's purpose is to rebuild, repair and restore lives.
The Place of Hope Ministries began in 1997 when Assembly of God co-pastors home missionaries,
Geary and Carol Jean Smith, established Place of Hope Ministries in St. Cloud, Minnesota. It began as a
home mission church outreach to the "streets" in 1997 at a store front drop-in center. Then later in
2000 the former St. Raphael's Convent was purchased. The convent was remodeled with donated
materials, funds and labor by many area persons and businesses.
Soon after the remodeling was completed the Church of the Week (COTW) Shelter Program was
instituted and has been a positive additional resource for the homeless. The program is a co-operative
effort with many of the area churches to provide shelter for individuals experiencing homelessness.
Then in 2008 construction was completed for "Hope on Ninth" which is a permanent supportive
housing facility for those experiencing homelessness. The Place of Hope Ministries Program ministers
to those with chronic addictions and despair by providing them with a place to rebuild, repair and
restore the broken places in their lives. It is a Christ centered, multi-faceted ministry for those who are
struggling with poverty, hunger, homelessness and chemical or other addictions. After participants
graduate from the six month program they usually have gained victory over the root cause of the life
problem that brought them to the Place of Hope initially. They have attained self-sufficiency and are in
a position to begin giving back to their families and communities in a positive way.
Ministries at the Place of Hope:
Jail and Prison Ministry
Kids Hope Ministry
Living Hope Residential Center
Outreach Center
Pastoral Counseling
City of Hope Church
Place of Hope South Africa Outreach
Expression of Hope Thrift Center

Events at the Place of Hope:
Empty Bowls
Hope Hike
Walk, Ride, Bike for Hope
I Have a Heart Concert
Kids Hope Shop
Free Christmas Day meal
Christmas Hope
Back to School supplies

Place of Hope Ministries is a very worthy cause as seen by all the Ministries and events it offers.
Volunteers are always needed on a regular basis for the on-going homeless hospitality outreach,
nightly community meal, residential living program and the thrift and specialty shop. I have found my
time there to be very rewarding.
Christ said "What you do for the least of my people you do for Me."

Respectfully,
Beverly Nett
Community Concerns
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FAMILY CONCERNS COMMISSION
MARRIAGES ARE MADE AT HOME

How can couples cultivate a healthy marriage? Research indicates that formal marriage preparation programs are an
effective means to building better marriages. Studies also show that the most helpful marriage preparation programs
include a personal inventory followed by education.
This approach gives couples the chance to identify and maximize their strengths. It also enables them to recognize
important issues that require further discussion and exploration. One effective premarital inventory is Facilitating
Open Couple Communication, Understanding, and Study or FOCCUS. It was developed in 1985 by three marriage and
family counselors, and has been tested by independent research firms.
An increasing number of dioceses are incorporating FOCCUS into their marriage preparation programs. Most
formal programs for marriage preparation take place after the couple becomes engaged and within a year of their
wedding.
Parents can help their children recognize flawed ideas about marriage and help them develop realistic attitudes
toward marriage and family life. Taking cues from the FOCCUS instrument, here are four suggestions:
1. Encourage your children to know themselves. When divorce occurs within the first five years of marriage, it
tends to be over personality clashes.
2. Help your children to cultivate friendship first. Individuals often bring different styles and interests into
their relationships that can enrich them as a couple. FOCCUS encourages couples to make their marriage a
priority while still maintaining some independent friends and activities. Choose friends that are attentive to
each other, listen well, and support each o t h e r .
3. Encourage your children to know their potential in-laws. The old saying, the apple doesn't fall far from the
tree, is true. Encourage your children to watch their perspective partners relating with their family members.
Talk with your children about their observations. Chances are that what they see is what they get.
4. Help your children to consider their vocations/missions. The greatest social change affecting marriage is
the two-career couple. It is the couple with two careers who experience the most marital strife.
A study of marriage preparation programs found that approximately 15-17 percent of couples who took a selfdiagnostic inventory followed by educational components postponed or cancelled their wedding. However, when
marriage preparation began within four months of a couple's wedding day, few if any couples opted to postpone or
cancel. Beginning marriage preparation 12 months before the wedding will give couples sufficient time for the process
of learning about each other and discerning if this is the right choice and the right time.

Janet Berendt,
Family Concerns
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RURAL CONCERNS

Safety is always on a farmer’s mind, such as, how safe are my tractors?
Tractor rollovers are a deadly problem because 40 percent of tractors don’t have protective
equipment. Tractors today are manufactured with enclosed cabs and roll bars. It is estimated that 20 –
25 percent tractors lack roll over protection.
How can farmers fix their tractors that are not equipped with this kind of equipment? At the state
capitol two lawmakers are trying to push a bill that would help reimburse farmers who would have
rollover protective structures put on their tractors. Why do farmers need such a bill passed? In the
United States between 1992 and 2005 an estimated 1411 people died in tractor rollovers. On Minnesota
farms from 2011 thru 2015 at least 13 people were killed in tractor rollovers. To me this is a very good
reason to pass this bill to help protect our farmers.
Most farmers know that roll over protection works, but they can’t afford to install the equipment or
to buy a new tractor. The bill would help pay most of the cost, which is about $1,000. The farmer would
pay the rest of the bill, which would cost $500. To me this is not a bad price to pay to save a life.
I really think this is a great bill and hope it does pass because so many lives can be saved by this
rollover protection.

Farmer's Prayer
Lord bless the land you've given me
and may I always know,
As I tend each crop and creature
You're the one who helps them grow.
Grant me strength and wisdom,
Please protect me from harm.
And thank you for your gracious gift The blessing of a farm.

Karen Weber
Chairperson
JOB OPPORTUNITY
ADVERTISEMENT FOR TREASURER
The St. Cloud Council of Catholic Women is seeking nominations for the office of treasurer for
the term 2016-2018. This position is open to any Catholic woman in the Saint Cloud Diocese.
To be eligible for office, the candidate must have served in some capacity on the deanery
level. Each deanery council is asked to submit two names for these positions. Nominations will
not be accepted from the floor at the Annual Fall Conference September 17, 2016 at Saint Mary
Catholic Church, Melrose, MN.
Please submit any nominations by July 1, 2016 to: Irene Schmidt; 320-393-2472 or
e-mail: schmidtir@jetup.net
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COLD SPRING DEANERY

WOW!!! Wonderful, Outstanding Women
The Cold Spring Deanery Council of Catholic Women hosted the Lenten Retreat for
the St. Cloud Diocese on February 27, 2016. Over 200 women attended the retreat with the
theme, “Mercy Leads to Joy.” Fr. Edward Vebelun, OSB celebrated the Mass with offertory
collection being donated to the Children’s Home in St. Cloud. Fr. Don Wagner from Christ
the King parish in Cambridge was the morning speaker. Women joined in unison to recite
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy in the afternoon followed by opportunity for sacrament of
reconciliation and silent reflections. Various “Jesus Reflection” stations were set up around
the perimeter of the church where women could focus on many aspects of the life of Jesus,
pick up a prayer card, or write notes in their reflection booklet.
Thank you to the Wonderful, Outstanding Women for all of your time, talent, and
treasures to make the retreat a success:
 To Sts. Peter & Paul’s church in Richmond for hosting the event, for
providing music at Mass, and for preparing and serving the noon meal;
 To women of St. Martin and Rockville parishes for organizing the
registration;
 To women of St. Wendelin parish in Luxemburg for supplying us with such a
selection of goodies and morning coffee;
 To Cathy Behrens, Brooten parish, for design of the flyer;
 To Mary Jo Fitzpatrick of Foley parish for inspirational Jesus reflection
stations;
 To women of St. Louis parish in Paynesville for the Lenten cross center
pieces / door prizes;
 To women of St. Nicholas parish for providing the take home treats;
 To women of St. Boniface parish in Cold Spring for taking down, putting
away, and packing up at the end;
 To women of Belgrade, Elrosa, Lake Henry, and Roscoe parishes for financial
donations.

Cheryl Weller,
President of Cold Spring Deanery
Council of Catholic Women
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MELROSE/SAUK CENTRE DEANERY
The Melrose-Sauk Centre Deanery held its spring meeting on Tuesday April 19, 2016 at St.
John’s Church in Meire Grove. We had 35 ladies attending. We began with Mass @ 6:00 pm
followed by a wonderful meal prepared by the ladies of the church.
Fr. Mitchel Bechtold was our speaker. He talked about the Latino ministry in the diocese.
He was joined by Lulu, a Hispanic lady who owns Martinez Grocery in Melrose. It was a very
interesting talk and gave us more insight as to how we can welcome our Latino sisters to our
communities.
We are preparing to host the Fall Conference in Melrose on Sept. 17, 2016. Because of the
fire in the Saint Mary church, the event will be held in the school across the street from the
church. We have our committees formed and the ladies of the deanery are excited to host this
event for the diocese.
We are also planning a tour of the Mercy Chapels on Friday, August 5, 2016 The day will
begin with 7am mass in Our Lady of Angels church Sauk Centre; followed by a visit to the Divine
Mercy Shrine at St. Paul’s, and a continental breakfast. We will then proceed to the Shrine of
St. Peregrine at St. John’s Abby, Collegeville; the Assumption (Grasshopper) Chapel in Cold
Spring; The Shrine of St. Cloud, St. Mary’s Cathedral; and finally to the Shrine of St. Odilia,
Crosier Priory, Onamia.
It is open to anyone, not only ladies. You are asked to car pool and bring a bag lunch. You
can join us for the entire day or just part of it as you wish.
I am looking forward to spending a spirit filled day with the Catholic ladies of the diocese.

Irene Schmidt
President
Melrose/Sauk Centre Deanery
__________________________________________________________________

A MILLION WORKS OF MERCY!
HELP NCCW REACH A MILLION MERCIES!
Calling all NCCW members: START C-O-U-N-T-I-N-G!
Council members are doing good deeds, serving those in need, and praying for others every day. It is who we
are. It is our call and our mission, every day---in big and small ways.
rd
th
Beginning on DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY (Apr 3 ) until the FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING (Nov 20 )
Keep track of the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy you do at the end of EVERY MONTH, please email the
form to mercynccw@gmail.com with the NUMBER OF MERCIES you have performed. (Or send it using regular mail
to: NCCW Mercies,
Jane Carter, P O Box 4756, Oak Ridge, TN 37831)
Just place the number of times YOU performed each act of mercy in the brackets. The same form can be used by
individuals OR affiliates.
The form is available from the websites; NCCW.org or stclouddccw.org
or contact: aroelike8@gmail.com or stclouddiocesanccw@gmail.com
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Duluth Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
Spring Convention, April 13, 2016, Virginia, MN
It was my privilege to attend the spring convention for the Duluth Diocese at
Holy Spirit Catholic Church. After registration, welcome, and opening prayer, Fr.
Paul Fruth, Spiritual Advisor, gave us words of inspiration. He gave us a history
lesson about the old church and the building of the new church. He said to talk to
God, and to be prepared for God’s answers to prayers.
Next the parish priest, Fr. Brandon Moravitz shared with us his journey to
the priesthood. Not liking ‘book learning’ in his early years, he steered away from
college. He worked at a variety of jobs, dated, and became engaged to a young
woman. Just weeks before the big day, the couple sensed that their lives were going
in different directions and called off the wedding. Fr. Brandon followed advice and
encouragement from others to consider the priesthood and entered the seminary.
He admits to difficulty to discern a calling and some rocky years of classes at school.
However, he continued and was ordained a priest in 2012. His advice to us is
“NAME” which stands for: New, Ardor, Method, and Expression (zeal, enthusiasm,
and joy) for God; New methods to reach young people and those who have left the
Catholic faith, and New events or expressions to model our love for God and to share
with others. He said that we, as Catholics, have to love other people. We may not like
everybody we meet, not be their best friend, but we need to show Jesus to them by
our kindness and genuine concern for their well being.
After noon lunch the bishop of Duluth Diocese, Bishop Sirba spoke to the
gathering of women. His message touched on three things. First he focused on the
Jubilee Year of Mercy, having been fortunate to make a pilgrimage to Rome and be
present at the Holy Door at the Basilica of Mary Major. His definition of mercy is
“Mercy is Love’s second name, for Mercy is God’s love where we are hurting.” God
brings good out of bad things that happen, but He respects our free will. Bishop
Sirba suggested we pray for the Lord to come into this part of me where there is sin
or anger and then to ask for mercy and peach. Jesus Christ is the face of God’s mercy.
Next he mentioned the synod on the family and recent writings of Pope
Francis. He said that this generation is different and fears commitment. Regarding
the “Joy of Love” he said that Pope Francis is not changing doctrine or dogma. The
pope wants us to walk with people in their daily struggles and to understand their
situations. Each pope has written about the need to help the poor, and footnotes are
taken from previous popes to reinforce the message. A pope cannot redefine
marriage and make it what it is not.
Finally Bishop Sirba spoke on the New Evangelization and the program
Symbolon. He believes we need to present our Catholic faith in a new way, to show
our joy as Christians, and to learn as much as we can about our faith to explain
misconceptions that others may have regarding the Catholic faith.
Even though my name wasn’t drawn for the raffle or a door prize, the
friendly people made the long drive to and back from Virginia very worthwhile.

Cheryl Weller, Vice President
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Hispanic Ministry in Catholic Parishes
By Hosffman Ospino, PHD
St. John’s School of Theology/ Seminary department hosted Ospino Hosffman from
Boston College School of Theology and Ministry on March 11, 2016. He presented a
summary of his research which was done in collaboration with the Center for Applied
Research in the Apostolate (CARA) and published in 2014. The topic of his seminar was
Hispanic Ministry in Catholic Parishes.
In the early 1980’s it was estimated that 15% of all Catholic parishes served Hispanic
Catholics, mostly in Spanish. Hispanics constituted about 25% of the entire Catholic
population in the United States. Three decades later, when Hispanic Catholics are about
40% of approximately 78 million Catholics in the country, 25% of all Catholic parishes
intentionally serve Hispanics. Professor Hosffman believes that the population of Catholics
in the US has been changing with parish closings and mergers generally in the Midwest and
Northeast. This is in sharp contrast to the Catholic churches in the West and South where
overpopulation and crowding is occurring. He feels the data shows that the number of
Hispanic families will continue to grow with 1 million entering the US every year.
The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) changed the playing field for the Hispanic
parishes since the council’s call to worship in “the language of the people”. This means the
burden of providing services in the language falls on the institution, diocese and parishes.
In 1972 the Catholic Bishops of the US convoked a national Encuentro, a major gathering
that brought together many of these voices from different parishes and organizations to talk
about urgent issues in ministry to Hispanics. A second was held in 1977 and a third in 1985.
Then in 2000 a fourth gathering was held to focus on the Catholic’s cultural diversity and
set a renewed vision.
Professor Hosffman gave suggestions how to move toward inclusion of Hispanic families
in parish life. The first step could be the first person who greets new families, either the
priest or the secretary. If the Hispanic family does not feel welcome, they may not come
back. The director of the religious education program needs to engage the entire family in
lessons and it would be preferable to speak Spanish or get an interpreter. A quickly growing
language is “Span-glish” where the Spanish speaking families try to learn and use new
English words to communicate. (Some Spanish speaking families affiliate with the term
Latino or Hispanic depending on their background.) Hispanic families generally have great
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary so holy days that honor Mary would be great times for
inclusion and cooperation at Mass. These holy days can also be celebrated with food served
after Mass, a time to gather for fellowship. When the parish is large with several Masses
celebrated every weekend, one or two of these can be in Spanish. The education committee
may want to start ‘small church’ groups for Bible study or adult
religious education. This involves the liturgy committees and other
groups of the church to work together.
[These are a few of the notes I took at the presentation by Ospino
Hosffman. His published report is available to read in greater detail. ]

Cheryl Weller
Vice President
St. Cloud Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
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“Tis a Great Church that holds us All”
The
Annual Convention for the St. Paul and Minneapolis Archdiocesan
Council of Catholic Women was held April 29 & 30, 2016. After opening Mass and
part 1 of the business meeting, the keynote speaker Father John Forliti spoke using
the title “Tis a Great Church that holds us All.” Fr. Forliti was director of religious
education for the Archdiocese and then became vice president of student affairs at
the University of St. Thomas. He retired from being a full time pastor in 2004, but
stays involved in parish work and is known by the nickname ‘The Legend’.
Fr. Forliti gave many examples of how the Catholic Church has evolved through
the years. Do you remember when it seemed like a venial sin to enter a Lutheran
church or if relatives wanted to marry someone who was not Catholic, it was
handled by the justice of the peace rather than in the church. He commented that the
public schools seemed to have a Protestant influence so Catholics built their private
schools staffed by nuns who taught the 4 R’s. Fr. Forliti mentioned growing up with
5 brothers and how the expectations were after high school graduation to get
married by age 22. In those days the man was the sole breadwinner and families
with many children were the norm. In those days ‘love’ meant love of commitment,
not love as a feeling or emotion that could change daily.
Years ago Catholics ate no meat every Friday, not just during Lent. He
remembers families that said prayers morning and evening, had a cross in every
bedroom, and prayed the rosary together. Now-a-days he is proud of good Catholic
schools, good hospitals, and good colleges and universities. He said a major change
was in the 60’s when the Second Vatican Council was held. Not only did priests face
the people, but Mass was said in the vernacular, the language of the people. He
remembers fewer people receiving Eucharist (perhaps more reverent, self
conscious?) where as today many receive communion. The ‘Body of Christ’ being the
physical body of Christ enriches our lives and gives us God’s grace. And even when
Mass is celebrated all over the world in a different language, a person can
participate being familiar with the liturgy.
What held the Church together? Was is Catholic guilt- how to behave, follow the
rules, and know the punishment? In present times he thinks Ecumenical movements
are good when voices are heard. We need to actively participate in church life, not
just “come, attend mass & go”. We need to think of the common good. How can you
be family if you don’t eat together? We need to be voices of welcome to people who
are from different cultures. He believes we need to be voices of hope for men and
boys who are tempted and/ or addicted to pornography. Define the clear roles of
men to be leaders of families.
Lastly he reminds us to be voices of hope to growing girls and boys in our
parishes.
84th

Cheryl Weller
Vice President
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INFORMATION TECH/WEBMASTER

As your past president, I was honored to attend the Duluth DCCW and New Ulm DCCW Spring
gatherings. I was able to reconnect with amazing women who give their time to promote Spirituality,
Service and Leadership in CCW and beyond. Some have served, not only in their Diocese, but also on the
national level; as presidents, nominating committees, and commission chairs just to name a few.
There is so much information to be shared. Eva, Cheryl and Julie’s reports are included in this
Newsletter, so I will try not be repetitious. Please read their articles.
So many good ideas come from these meetings; just one of them is this: Duluth sends a card, a
subscription to Catholic Woman and CCW information to the newly ordained.
At Holy Spirit in Virginia, MN, I visited briefly with Father Brandon, born and raised in Ely, MN; he was
a neighbor to a good friend of mine. He said he loved her kitchen. He said, in his presentation, that as
women, we can make or break priests and parishes. We can help bring in new people, new methods, and
new expressions. One example of a new method was Bishop Fulton J Sheen who used TV for
evangelization. Pastors need us to pray to build up unity. “Unity brings Joy.”
I visited with Bishop Paul Sirba and found he has a longstanding connection with our pastor, Father
Dan Walz. He said Mass and gave the Homily. After lunch, he spoke of the Year of Mercy. Saint Pope
John Paul II wrote Dives in Misericordia (Latin for "Rich in Mercy").Benedict XVI, has become known as a
Pope of Mercy in his own right. He opened the first ever World Apostolic Congress on Mercy in Rome.
Pope Francis expects us to encounter Jesus who is the face of God’s mercy.
I also made the journey to St Edward in Minneota for the New Ulm CCW Convention; “I Made You a
Light.” Bishop John LeVoir of New Ulm, Monsignor Eugene Lozinski, Spiritual Advisor, and Father Craig
Timmerman, pastor of St. Edward, and others priests concelebrated the Mass. Bishop LeVoir gave the
Homily.
We heard Shari Wohlfert, who had spoken at the 2014 NCCW convention, both morning and
afternoon. As women of God, we are not called to make the world perfect. Mother Teresa said, “Find
your own Calcutta.” Remember 4 things: (1) Perspective; you don’t know what, you don’t know when,
(2) Surrender, God has your plan, (3) Joy, joy is a choice,
(4) Prayer, be a woman of constant prayer, God works through you. Use your 4 fingers to pray: (1st)
WOW, God is good, (2nd) THANKS, for all good things, (3rd) OOPS, I’m sorry, and
(4th) GIMMEE, I do need something.
Now to bring us back home: please plan to attend the Fun Food Fund Day at St. Francis Xavier,
Sartell on June 9, 2016. We always have a good time at FFF. The poster and registration are included in
this newsletter.
The Melrose/Sauk Centre Deanery will host a tour of the Year of Mercy Chapels August 5, 2016.
Watch for details posted on the website. Melrose/Sauk Centre will also host the Annual Fall Conference
September 17, 2016 at St. Mary’s School in Melrose, MN. More information will follow.
The 19th Biennial Province Conference will be held June 13-14, 2016 at St. Henry in Monticello. See
the enclosed poster and registration.

Arleen Roelike
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PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT
ST. CLOUD DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN
May, 2016
The 2016 Annual Retreat is now history and I'm sure everyone who helped make it a success is
pleased with the turnout. I felt it was the best Retreat of all those I have attended.
As part of my duties listed below is a summary of the contacts I made:
1. Parish/Parish Cluster Bulletins: e-mailed to 74; mailed to - 3
2. Newspapers & Other Publications: I contacted 37 newspapers and other publications. The
breakdown for each deanery is as follows:
Alexandria/Morris Deanery
- e-mailed - 1; mailed – 1
Cold Spring Deanery
- e-mailed - 2; mailed – 1
Fergus Falls/Wadena Deanery
- e-mailed - 13; mailed – 0
Foley/Princeton Deanery
- e-mailed - 4; mailed - 2
Little Falls
- e-mailed - 4; mailed - 0
Melrose/Sauk Centre Deanery
- e-mailed - 5; mailed - 0
St. Cloud Deanery
- e-mailed - 3; mailed – 1
The listing includes several publications in adjacent dioceses and The St. Cloud Visitor.
3. Radio and TV Stations: sent e-mails to 14; mailed post-cards to 2; letter to 1; internet - 1.
4. Deanery Presidents: e-mailed to 4; mailed notices to 2 - to have them contact all their
respective parish presidents to check to be sure the announcements were in their bulletins.
5. DCCW Website – Arleen included the information on the website.
6. Several more newspapers were deleted due to them charging for the notices.
The evaluations received at the end of the Retreat (checking off where the notices were seen),
were encouraging. It revealed that most of the attendees saw the notices in their bulletins or in
the St. Cloud Visitor. Others listed were: posters, several newspapers, and even 1 indicated hearing
it on the radio.
I really do appreciate getting the feed-back from the event evaluations, so please continue to fill out
those evaluations. Thanks to all.

Jean Hopfer
Public Relations Chair
__________________________________________________________

Media: What is the Message?
A resource guide is available for download. Please take some time to review this
valuable resource!
The (Adobe PDF File) is found at NCCW.org

