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DCCW programs respond with Gospel values to the needs of the Church and society in the
modern world.

Contact us: stclouddiocesanccw@gmail.com
Website: stclouddccw.org
Saint Cloud Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

President’s Report

Cheryl
Weller
cwanne@yahoo.com

Renewed hope is usually the theme for the season of spring. We see plants turn our brown landscape into lush
patches of green. This brings hope to all those involved in agriculture.
As president I am invited to deanery meetings held around the diocese. At Foley/Princeton, St. Cloud, and Melrose/
Sauk Centre deanery meetings, I was impressed with all of the activities and service projects that are being done at the

parish level! Continue to be the ‘hands and feet’ of Jesus and offer hope to others! Our St. Cloud DCCW board also
took part in service projects by donating baby items to ‘Options for Women’ and female hygiene items to Eagles
Healing Nest, both located in Sauk Centre. Our goal was to give them hope and a brighter future.
Stillwater was the
location of St. Paul/ Minneapolis Archdiocese Convention that I attended April 20-21, 2018. Speaker Stephanie
Landsem spoke about women named in the Bible. In her book “The Tomb” Martha was hopeful when Jesus came,
even though her brother Lazarus had died days earlier.
Speaker Michelle Gelineau explained barriers to finding hope and joy in our personal relationship with Jesus.
I hope all women from the St. Cloud Diocese have put our Fun, Food, and Fund
Day on their calendar. It will be held June 14, 2018 at St. Louis Catholic Church in Paynesville. This is an excellent
opportunity to renew friendships and to make new friends while having fun bidding on silent auction items and
enjoying the musical entertainment.
Mark your calendar and make time to attend the Province Conference, June 24-25, 2018, in Fairmont, MN. Hope to
see you there!

Cheryl Weller

CHURCH COMMISSION
During the beautiful Easter Season, the Feast of Divine Mercy is celebrated: with that, is the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy. Whoever receives the Sacrament of Confession at this time will obtain forgiveness of their sins and their
punishment due. This is one of the promises the Lord revealed to St Faustina. I would like to list the other promises
revealed that are attached to praying the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. God is Good – God is Merciful. Why not embrace
these promises? Our Lord loves us so much to give us these promises.
1. “I promise that the soul that will venerate this image (of Divine Mercy) will not perish. I also promise victory of
(its) enemies already here on earth, especially at the hour of death. I Myself will defend it as My own glory.”
(Diary 48)
2. “The souls that say this chaplet will be embraced by My mercy during their lifetime and especially at the hour
of their death.” (Diary 754)
3. “When hardened sinners say it, I will fill their souls with peace, and the hour of their death will be a happy
one.” (Diary 1541)
4. “When they say this chaplet in the presence of the dying, I will stand between My Father and the dying person,
not as a just Judge but as a merciful savior.” (Diary 1541)
5. “Whoever will recite it will receive great mercy at the hour of death.” (Diary 687)
6. “Priests will recommend it to sinners as their last hope of salvation. Even if there were a sinner most
hardened, if he were to recite this chaplet only once, he would receive grace from My infinite mercy...I desire
to grant unimaginable graces to those souls who trust in My mercy.” (Diary 687)
7. “To priests who proclaim and extol My mercy, I will give wondrous power; I will anoint their words and touch
the hearts of those to whom they will speak,” (Diary 1521)
8. “The prayer most pleasing to Me is prayer for the conversion of sinners. Know, my daughter, that this prayer is
always heard and answered.” (Diary 1397)

9. “At three o'clock, implore My mercy, especially for sinners; and, if only for a brief moment, immerse yourself in
My Passion, particularly in My abandonment at the moment of agony...I will refuse nothing to the soul that
makes a request of Me in virtue of My Passion.” (Diary 1320; also, Diary 1572)
10. “Souls who spread the honor of My mercy...at the hour of death I will not be a Judge for them, but the Merciful
Savior.” (Diary 1075)
11. “The two rays denote Blood and Water...These two rays issued from the very depths of My tender mercy when
My Agonized Heart was opened by a lance on the Cross. These rays shield souls from the wrath of My
Father...I desire that the first Sunday after Easter be the Feast of Mercy...whoever approaches the Fount of Life
on this day will be granted complete remission of sins and punishment. Mankind will not have peace until it
turns with trust to My mercy.” (Diary 299-300)
12. “I desire that the Feast of Mercy...be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter...The soul that will go
to Confession and receive Holy Communion (in a state of grace on this day) shall obtain complete forgiveness
of sins and punishment (Diary 699)
13. “Through this chaplet you will obtain everything if what you ask for is compatible with My will.” (Diary 1731)
14. “My mercy is greater than your sins and those of the entire world.” (Diary 1485)

Joanne Lahr, Chair
Excerpts taken from the Diary of St. Faustina Kowalska, titled Divine Mercy in My Soul

One of the questions we ask ourselves when belonging to various organizations is "Why
meetings, why conventions?" These are ways to familiarize ourselves with new officers, hear good speakers, share
ideas and meet new friends. The Women's Conference in March offered all this for me. I met a new friend, saw many
wonderful displays etc.
We heard Janet Smith speak. Her morning talk was of an interest to me because it was meant for women of all
ages. She talked about the differences between women and men. Each gender was created to do different things. The
following web site explains lots: https//bravetheworld.com/50-real-differences-men-women.
All persons were created to love and be loved, every person desires to be chosen for being who they are, not
based on what you make them out to be (your ideal) When choosing a marriage partner the true test of love is — if
the person is willing to be the father or mother of children.
Her afternoon talk was more directed to the younger woman. She talked about contraception, birth control,
Natural Family Planning (the church’s way for family planning). Was good to see many younger women at the
conference. Janet even commented on this.
The National Council of Catholic Women Convention is coming up August 29 to September 1 in Pittsburg, PA and
the St. Cloud DCCW Annual Fall Conference is September 15th in Battle Lake, MN. These events have opportunities to
hear good speakers and meet new friends with the same interests we have.
What does the Community Commission want to do for our Diocese? It is working on addressing the needs and
concerns of our individual communities. They are not all alike and in need of different concerns of well-being of
people, especially the women and children being abused, the homeless, those who have been caught up in Human
Trafficking, those considering abortion etc. To help them, there are many places to contact such as Family Services,
Birthline, Food Shelves, Catholic Charities, pregnancy centers, local Catholic Charities Social Services, and Marriage and
Family Services.
The NCCW has much good information to offer: online-nccw.org and go to the Service Commission, also, in the
Catholic Woman magazine.

Margaret Schluender,
Chair

FAMILY CONCERNS
HOW CHILDREN LEARN TO DEVELOP THEIR CATHOLIC FAITH
When I was growing up, there was absolutely no way that my parents (or grandparents) would have allowed me to
have any excuse not to go to Mass on Sunday, unless I was very ill or injured. They went, and my siblings and I went with
them. Did we understand everything that was going on? No. Were we allowed to bring snacks or drinks into church?
No (unless it was a bottle for the baby). Did we bring toys or books into church? No, unless it was bible stories that we
could read to ourselves. Were there lots of kids in church? YES! Was it noisy? YES! And my guess is that God was
delighted to have all of us kids there!
Children learn through repetition, example and first-hand experience. Any parent and elementary school teacher can
tell you that. Think about it. Your baby learns to crawl, walk, talk… by watching and listening to you, their parent. Then
they try to imitate what you do or say. And they keep trying, over and over again, until they master whatever it is they
are trying to learn. You give them encouragement and support when they need it. You are so proud when they take
that first step, say that first word, recite their ABC’s all by themselves, learn to play ball, learn to ride a bike… and the list
goes on. As a parent with a grown child who is raising his children, I’m still a proud mother watching my child learn how
to parent!
So why is learning about our faith any different? Do children just all by themselves and without any help from Mom
& Dad or anyone else just suddenly become devout Catholics? Growth in our Catholic faith isn’t like going from being a
child physically to an adolescent and then an adult. It doesn’t happen without guidance and a learning experience. It
doesn’t happen without role models – Mom, Dad, Grandma, Grandpa, a priest or other religious, a friend, etc.
Let’s talk about repetition. This is one of the cornerstones of learning for children. They need to do things, over and
over again, to learn how to do something well. The first step in learning is to bring the new “skill” to a conscious level
where the student is deliberately thinking about the activity (not necessarily the skill). Let’s use praying the “Hail Mary”
as an example. Repetition is the way a child learns the prayer. (Yes, and sometimes it is comical to listen to a child’s
interpretation or pronunciation. One of my nieces was so impressed by the “lasagna” song at church -- Hosanna in the
highest – she heard lasagna). But they learn the words first. Then, they can use the words along with other prayers to
pray the rosary. Eventually they get to a point where they know the rosary “process” and can say it without help,
including the mysteries (I still use a cheat sheet --😊). But this prayer process becomes comfortable. As the young
person’s inquisitiveness and learning help them along, they begin to question what all these words mean. And as dawn
breaks and the dark disappears, they begin to feel the power of those prayers – maybe not all the time, but some of the
time. And the light gets stronger as their faith grows. But it all starts with repetition. You cannot become a marathon
runner if you haven’t learned to take a first step.

Second, let’s talk about example and first-hand experience. A child needs a role model – they need to be
shown what to do first. If a parent or other adult does not demonstrate by their actions what to do, the child
will assume that the desired result isn’t important. It is an issue of “do what I do” versus “do what I say, not
what I do.” Children will imitate what their role models do. If you don’t go to mass on Sunday, or pray, why
should they? Children are very honest. As a religious education director, children will tell me “we don’t go
to church” (so why is it important??) or “we don’t pray at home” (so why should we learn how to pray?). It
hurts my heart when I sit in a class of 6th graders and they are not able to participate in a classroom game
because they don’t know basic prayers and bible stories. Their parents often don’t attend Mass on Sunday,
don’t pray at home, and only bring their children to religious education because it is a prerequisite for
receiving First Communion/Reconciliation/Confirmation. (And I’m sure I’m preaching to the choir here –
anyone reading this far is probably aghast.) However, we (the teachers of religious education) persevere
because if we can make one small dent for God, we are doing what he has asked us to do. Parents and
religious education teachers, GOD NEEDS YOU!
So, as a parent, did I do everything perfectly? No, no, no! Lord have mercy on me, but I did not always do
what was needed. From my humble experience, I am only pointing out the things I didn’t consider as a

parent. It’s too late for me to turn back the clock. Like St. Paul, I hope to teach others how to be better than
me.
Here’s the foundation. My parents and grandparents (God bless them), gave me the foundational
learnings which became my cornerstone in Jesus. Through repetition and example and first-hand
experience, I found my way to truth. (Psalm 86:11, Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your
truth.) I pray that you as a parent, grandparent, religious education teacher, neighbor, friend, godparent,
etc. – can bring to your young people the repetition, example, and first-hand experience they need to be a
child of Christ.
Jesus Loves You! (And don’t forget that us ‘old folks’ are still learning – there is lots to learn about our
faith.)
Sheri Streasick, Chair
Resources:
www.unicef.org/teachers/learner/exp.html
https://www.education.com/reference/article/experience-education-firsthand/
https://waterloocatholics.org/how-parents-nurture-childrens-faith
https://waterloocatholics.org/stages-in-faith-development
https://k12teacherstaffdevelopment.com/tlb/learning-by-repetition-does-it-work/
http://activebabiessmartkids.com.au/articles/repetition-essential-learning-babies-children/

INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION
I have just returned from a 12-day medical mission to Guatemala. The team performed surgeries (cataracts, general,
cleft lips, cleft palate, burn reconstruction, and many hernia repairs), clinical assessments, dental work, and
generalized health promotion.
The gratitude for medical care was overwhelming. Many of these families traveled 10 hours on a bus or walked
many hours to come for medical services. Even with language differences —what a joy to hear of their stories and the
benefit and privilege we all received from being a part of this mission.
Another aspect of the trip was the stove project, which installed 100 stoves to rural Guatemala families.
On a local message — be sure to donate your used eye glasses to a Lions box. These refurbished glasses then bring
the gift of clear vision to many.
Suggestions from the Nancy Poll, NCCW Service Commission Chair 2014 (these are on the stclouddccw.com website)
Plan an international Dinner. Offer Coffee and chocolate sale with products from Catholic Relief Services (CRS)
Offer a day of fasting and prayer for migrants and refugees
Request groups within your community to speak about their cultures and experiences Support Fair
Trade — ask your local merchants to make Fair Trade products available in your parish
Practice performing the Corporal Works of Mercy in projects o Volunteer to drive, tutor, or befriend a
newcomer to our land.

Joyce Simones, Chair

__________________________________________________________________
________________________________________
FAIR TRADE-help many poor farmers and artisans!
For more information check this website: https://www.fairtradecertified.org/
Fair trade items are located in many areas here. Look for these logos. The image with the two bowls is an older one.
Coffee can be found at Muggsy’s Beans https://muggsysbeans-onlinestore.com. Bennie Blend and Johnny Blend can
be purchased at the colleges. Other items too numerous to list can be gotten from Shelby Vaske 320-243-4599. A great
online shop is: https://www.serrv.org/.
You could do your Christmas shopping there!

LEGISLATIVE CONCERNS
COMPILATION OF INFO ON VARIOUS ISSUES:
I. According to Matthew Davis of The Catholic Spirit: as of March 16th, more than 4000 bills had been introduced in
the Minnesota House of Representatives, and around 3,700 for the Senate. Is it any wonder that the wheels of
government roll so slowly! And according to Jason Adkins, executive director of Minnesota Catholic Conference, the
legislators need their constituents to contact them to draw attention to what is most important. So, it is up to us to do
some research on issues that we are concerned about and contact their offices with our opinions. Using FAITH as a
basis for policy positions won't reach many legislators when contacting them - we need to impress on them how the
issue impacts our life.
II. ISSUES TO CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS ABOUT: Main areas of
pertaining to pro-life issues: Abortion, Gestational Surrogacy, and the
Sex Trafficking and Pornography.

concern Link between

A. On the STATE level:
1. Bills pertaining to ABORTION under consideration in the Minnesota State House and Senate:
a. 2-20-18: HF 2792/SF 3382: Abortions of unborn children prohibited, and criminal penalties
established; also referred to Health & Human Services Reform; still in committee
b. 2-22-18/3-1-18: SF2644/HF2998: Choose Life special license plates established and money
appropriated; had been refereed to Transportation & Regional Governance Policy; Passed eff: July 1, 2019 for plates issued on or after that date.

c. 3-12-18 HF2814: Aborted fetal tissue uses for research prohibited and criminal
established; referred to Health & Human Services Reform.

penalties

d. 3-21-18: the bill # is HF 3194 with the Senate bill SF 2849: A bill to require
physicians to
allow viewing of an Ultrasound imaging prior to an abortion. It had been referred to Health
Human Services Reform, passed committee hearing
2. Bill pertaining to GESTATIONAL SURROGACY:
a. HF 2994/SF2740: Surrogacy abuse prevention act - creation of a regulatory
framework
around the practice of commercial gestational surrogacy, based on recommendations made
by the 2016 legislative commission that studied the issue; urge senate and house to support,
3. Bill pertaining to PORNOGRAPHY & SEX TRAFFICKING:
a.

HF2967/ SF2554: Break the Chains between Pornography and Human Trafficking - would help
impose additional fines on convicted child pornography offenders, and direct those monies
to victims of sex trafficking, and also direct public officials to further study the connection
between pornography and human trafficking; in committees

B. On the FEDERAL level:
1. Urge lawmakers to work together for Immediate Solution for Dreamers
2. Help Middle East Christians to get the aid they deserve

LEGISLATION COMMISSION RESOURCES
Catholic Woman - NCCW
200 N. Glebe Rd., Suite 725
Arlington, VA 22203
Ph. 1-800-506-9407

NCCW Legislation Commission Chair
200 Glebe Rd. Suite 725
Arlington, VA 22203
Ph. 1-800-506-9407

Capitol Advantage - Congress at Your Fingertips
P.O. Box 309
Newington, VA 22122
Ph. 877-827-3321 / books@cgrollcall.com

APRIL 2018
Bread for the World
425 3rd St. S.W., Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20024
Ph. 1-800-822-7323

National Right to Life Committee, Inc
512 10th St. N.W.
Washington, DC 20004
Ph. 202-626-8800

Catholic Charities, USA - Congressional Handbook
4445 Lindell Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63108
Ph. 314-367-5500
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Jesuit Conference Office of Social Ministries
- Justice & Ecology
1010 N. Hooker St.
Chicago, IL 60642
Ph. 1-800-537-3736

USCCB (United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops) - Publications & Videos
3211 Fourth St. N.E.
Washington, DC 20017-1194
Ph. 202-541-3000 / www.usccb.org

Children's Defense Fund - Welcome the
Child: A Child Advocacy Guide for Churches
25 E. Street NW
Washington, DC 20001
Ph. 800-233-1200

Center for National Independence in
Politics - Project Vote Smart
1 Common Ground
Philipsburg, MT 59858
Ph. - not available on web site

National Committee for a Human Life
Amendment (NCHLA)
P.O. Box 34116
Washington, DC 20043
Ph. 202-393-0703

(Information taken from Jane Carter, NCCW Legislation Commission Chair 1997;
checked by Jean Hopfer 11-21-17

MINNESOTA AREA REPRESENTATIVES AND SENATORS:
9A: (West Union)
State Rep: Rep. John Poston
517 State Office Building
100 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
Ph: 651-296-4293 or 218-251-7639
e-mail: rep.john.poston@house.mn
State Senator: Sen. Paul E. Gazelka (R)
100 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
State Office Bldg. - Room 145
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-4875
e-mail: sen.paul.gazelka@senate.mn
9B: (Upsala)

State Rep: Rep. Ron Kresha (R)
531 State Office Building
100 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
Ph :651-296-4247 or 888-727-4612

State Senator: Sen. Paul E. Gazelka (R)
100 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
State Office Bldg. - Room 145
St. Paul, MN 55155
Ph: 651-296-4875 e-mail:
sen.paul.gazelka@senate.mn
12B: (Melrose)
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State Rep: Rep. Paul Anderson (R)
597 State Office Building
100 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
Ph: 651-296-4317 or 800-339-6071
e-mail: rep.paul.anderson@house.mn

100 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
State Office Building - Room 15
St. Paul, MN 55155
Ph: 651-296-2084
e-mail: sen.michelle.fischbach@senate.mn

State Senator: Sen. Torrey N. Westrom
(R)100 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
State Office Bldg. - Room 107
St. Paul, MN 55155-1206
Ph: 651-296-3826
e-mail: sen.torrey.westrom@senate.mn

13B: (Holdingford)
State Rep: Rep. Tim O'Driscoll (R)
451 State Office Building
100 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
Ph: 651-296-7807 or 800-920-9984

13A: (Avon)
State Rep: Rep. Jeff Howe (R)
527 State Office Building
100 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
Ph: 651-296-4373 or 800-947-8264
e-mail: rep.jeff.howe@house.mn

State Senator: Sen. Michelle L. Fischbach
(R)
100 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
State Office Building - Room 15
St. Paul, MN 55155
Ph: 651-296-2084
e-mail: sen.michelle.fischbach@senate.mn

State Senator: Sen. Michelle L.
Fischbach(R)

FEDERAL LEGISLATORS:
MN House Dist. 6: Rep. Tom Emmer (R)
503 Cannon House Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20515 Ph: 202-225-2331
MN House Dist. 7: Rep. Collin Peterson (D)
2204 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Ph: 202-225-2165

MN Senator - Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D)
302 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20515
Ph: 202-224-3244 or 888-224--9043
MN Senator - Sen. Tina Smith (D)
309 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
Ph: 202-224-5641

FOLEY/PRINCETON DEANERY
We had a busy and successful meeting/luncheon Monday evening April 16th in the
Duelm Hall. We worked on a questionnaire that will go out to all our deanery parishes.
We are hopefully compiling information that will help us get to know each other
better, share service ideas and discover what each does to positively impact their
group.

[Type here]
We spent time planning the details of our deanery “Day of Reflection” which has
been set for Saturday, August 18, 2018.
We began to secure volunteers for a brat/hamburger cookout fundraiser,
sponsored by a local meat market this summer on July 6, 2018.

Mary Jo Fitzpatrick, President

LITTLE FALLS DEANERY
Each church has been busy with their Lent activities: St. James (Randall), Sacred Heart
(Flensburg), and St. Stanislaus (Sobieski) held a mission during Holy week. After the mission in
the tri-parish of Little Falls by Deacon Ralph Palo, we broke into some groups to discuss what
was happening in our prayer life and what we felt that God was asking us to do. After 6 weeks,
we were given the option, if we wanted, to continue for another 6 weeks, which we did.
Then there were the churches that had fish fries on Fridays: St. Elizabeth (Brennyville),
Immaculate Conception (Rice), Sacred Heart (Waukon), Holy Cross (Onamia), and Sts. Peter
and Paul (Gilman). St. Mary (Little Falls) had a St. Patrick's Day breakfast including a raffle.
We can't forget about all the quilt bingo parties: Sobieski, St. Michael (Buckman), St. Mary
(Upsala), St. Rita (Hilman).
I tried to attend some of these, but it depended on family events.
I was able to attend a Province meeting along with Irene Schmidt and Cheryl Weller for the
St. Paul/Minneapolis Province. It was good to see how the meeting went. (plans are being
made for the Province Conference in June).
Little Falls Deanery will host their Spring meeting on Saturday, May 5th at Sacred Heart
Church in Flensburg. Daryl Welle will be speaking on the RCA progress which he leads at the
Morrison County Jail in Little Falls.
I have given up being the president of Our Lady of Lourdes. Karen Carver and Gerri Klimek
will be co-chairing the meetings.

Linda Scepurek
President
MELROSE/SAUK CENTRE
Happy Spring!

Following our everlasting winter weather, we are excited to clean the flower beds,
rake the lawn and get out the outdoor furniture so we can enjoy the outside warm
weather.
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I am surprised by the fact that it has been five years since I retired, and only now I
feel that I am catching up on things I wanted to do in retirement. It seems that when
we are working we often state,
” I will do that when I retire" and that list continues to grow. Once we retire we have
lots of other good offers of projects to do with our time; and also, more grandchildren.
This year on my birthday I spent part of the day listening to cassette tapes of my 5 sons
when they were little boys. I had wanted to do that for a long time, but my surprise
was that I could not always tell by their voice which son was speaking.
Cindy Wooden wrote such an excellent article in the "The Visitor" called Path to
Holiness Paved by Small Steps of Prayer, Sacrifice, Service. That is certainly what you,
the women of the Christian Mothers, of the deanery and DCCW do for so many others.
Please continue to make time for prayer and showing your loving care for others with
small and large gestures of goodness and love. I am thankful for all of you caring,
loving and beautiful women.
Blessings,

Evelyn Budde,
President
ST. CLOUD DEANERY
The Catholic Women’s Conference was a joint effort of the Office of Marriage and Family
and the St. Cloud DCCW, along with other sponsors.
The St. Cloud Deanery was responsible for coordinating the breakfast at the Catholic
Women's Conference this past March 10th. Because the Conference was held at St. Anthony's
parish, it was decided that the Christian Women of St. Anthony's would be the logical choice
for helping the caterer, Sandy Faust. (She's great!). We were all very pleased with the food
selections which included yogurt, granola, fresh fruit, mini-muffins, tea breads, and coffee
cake. St. Anthony's Christian Women's president, Helena Halverson, and her assistants did a
top- notch job serving. The breakfast received many compliments!
The St. Cloud Deanery held its Spring Meeting on Tuesday, April 17th at St. Augustine’s
Parish in St. Cloud, MN. Fr. Laurn Virnig celebrated mass for the Deanery members. We
enjoyed a potluck supper. A short business meeting was held after our supper. Commission
reports were given regarding Community Concerns, Family Concerns & Legislative.
Reports of various activities of the St. Cloud Deanery area churches who were in
attendance were heard. Deanery members who were in attendance, discussed different ways
they are trying to reach and capture the interest of millennials within parishes. Personal calls
to invite new parishioners seemed to generate participation. Parishes discussed the number
of meetings held per year which varies from 4 to 8 meetings. Newsletters which contain
meeting dates for the entire year have been done by several parishes.

Mary Alice Tomporowski,
President
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SOME PRAYERS FROM THE NCCW WEBSITE:
Prayer for Spiritual Advisors
Almighty God, Eternal Father, we give you thanks for all the blessing you bestow upon us in
this life. As members of the National Council of Catholic Women, one of the gifts we are most
thankful for is the presence and support of our Spiritual Advisors. We are grateful for the gifts
they bring to our Council and for the prayers and advice they give to us as we continue to fulfill
our mission as the National Council of Catholic Women. Please give them the graces they
need to be able to continue their work with us. Through their efforts, may they know our
appreciation for all that they do and continue to help us bring your Gospel message to the
world. Our Lady of Good Counsel watch over them always! This we ask in the name of Jesus
your son, Amen

Prayer to End Human Trafficking
Dear Heavenly Father, we come to you today asking for your help with abolishing human
trafficking. We ask you to rescue those who are trafficked and are slaves and bring them to
safety without more harm. Help them to receive the proper guidance, counseling, shelter and
healing that is needed for them to overcome this violent act that was placed upon them.
We pray for the families and friends of those trafficked that they may receive the grace and
strength required to persevere as they agonize over the loss of their missing loved ones and
that You grant them the joy of welcoming them home. We pray for those who rescue and
rehabilitate the victims of human trafficking that they work with success, compassion, mercy
and support from their communities. We pray for just laws that prosecute the trafficker and
the purchaser, and not the persons trafficked. Grant Your wisdom to legislators, law
enforcement, and courts around the world that they bring this horrific practice to an end.
We pray for a world where there is no need for an impoverished family to send a child into a
trafficking situation; no need for a troubled youth to leave home and fall victim to trafficking;
and no need for persons to be tricked or sold into sex or labor trafficking. We also pray for
the traffickers, that they will stop these evil acts upon innocent lives. God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Spirit, be our protector. Grant us the courage, strength, and ability to
fight successfully to end the scourge of human trafficking.

Prayer for Discernment in Use of Technology
Heavenly Father, you have given us the skills and ability to create technology. We have used ii
often to spread the Good News of salvation and God’s plan for those who believe. Please help
us continue to evangelize in this way, using the gifts you have given us for good, not for evil.
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Some have fallen prey to the temptations that are available on technology and have
squandered the precious gift of time on mindless entertainment and valueless escapism. We
can easily become slaves to technology, forgetting the incredible gift of being present to you
and to one another. Through technology, we have an easily accessible way to communicate
with one another. Let us continue to witness, not only with our words, but the work we do in
your name. May we always embrace our responsibility in this life - to serve you and those we
come into contact with each day - as we seek a balance in our use of technology.
May we
use technology and our time wisely as a means to communicate your message of love to the
world. Amen.
For more prayers, look on the websites, NCCW.org, USCCB.org and
stclouddccw.org.

WE DID A COUPLE OF PROJECTS AT OUR APRIL BOARD
MEETING. WE EACH BROUGHT NEW ITEMS TO SHARE.

Some of the group went to donate some of our items to “Lady Liberty” in Sauk Centre.
Housing is being developed for women who have served in the Military and could use a
helping hand. It is part of the Eagles Nest. You can check their website:
https://eagleshealingnest.org
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Others made a visit to Options
for Women, also in Sauk
Centre. Information can be
found at:
http://optionsforwomen
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Province of St. Paul/Minneapolis
Council of Catholic Women’s
20TH Biennial Conference

Monday & Tuesday June 25 - 26, 2018
St. John Vianney Catholic Church
901 S. Prairie Ave. Fairmont, MN
Parish PH# 507-235-5535
Tuesday’s Tentative schedule 8 – 8:45 A.M. Registration, Coffee, Booths, Silent Auction
8:45 A.M. Call ASSEMBLY together- Welcome
9:30 A.M. Speaker: Sheila Hopkins
10:30 BREAK
11:00 A.M. MASS: Bishop Quinn & Fr. Andrew Beerman
Noon LUNCH- (Silent Auction closes after lunch)
12:45 P.M. Speaker: Kathy Bonnor
2:30 P.M. Door prizes, pick up silent auction items
3:00 pm, Closing Prayer
Sheila Snow Hopkins - Active in the Council of Catholic Women for 41 years, Sheila Hopkins
has served in various positions on all levels of Council including the Board of the Florida
Council of Catholic Women, legislative chair for the National Council of Catholic Women (20032005) as well as Treasurer and President of the Associates of NCCW, Inc. In 2010, she received
the Our Lady of Good Counsel award for her personal and professional work in Council and the
Church from the Florida Council of Catholic Women, Province of Miami. Sheila was the
President of the National Council of Catholic Women (2015-2017) and currently sits on the
NCCW Executive Committee as Immediate Past President.
Kathy Bonner is an international motivational speaker with over 35 yrs. experience. She has
spoken in Great Britain, Mexico, Canada and throughout the US. MS Bonner is a convention
keynote speaker and brings a myriad of expertise with a diverse leadership background. She
has served on many church and civic boards, locally and nationally. She has been published in
national magazines and newsletters. Her experience also includes producing and editing a
nationally distributed brochure on domestic violence, Women Healing the Wounds and a book
on mentoring, Mentors of the Past…Models for the Future
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Tuesday only Conference Reservation is $35.
Plan to stay for both days and just send one check for $65 to Sue Goerges Reservations due by
June1, 2018 (Reservations After 6/1 are $70)

Send Reservation and check to: Sue Goerges, 28425 Co. Rd 4, Pequot
Lakes, MN 56472
--------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------(Cut and send this reservation along with Registration fee – Checks payable to Province of St
Paul/Minneapolis) Please send this info for each registrant make copies if necessary
NAME: _____________________________________________________ _________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________
CITY AND PARISH: _____________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE NUMBER: _________________________________________________________
FIRST TIME ATTENDEE: __________YEARS ATTENDED: ________________

Leadership Training Development Program
Monday June 25, 2018, 12:30am-6:30pm, Fairmont, Minnesota. lease have lunch before
arrival
1 Day LTD Program: $30.00 ( includes program materials, supper and entertainment (“CCW’s
Got Talent”) Plan to stay for both days and just send one check for $65 to Sue Goerges
Registration due by June 1, 2018 Enclosed is my check# _______, payable to: Province of St
Paul/Minneapolis Monday June 25, 2018 * 12:30am-6:30pm * Fairmont, Minnesota
please have lunch before arrival

Registration Form
MAIL THIS FORM TO: _____Sue Goerges, 28425 Co Rd 4 Pequot Lakes, MN 56472
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Registrant’s Name _________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________
(Street)
(City, State, and Zip Code)
Phone ________________(h) _________________(w) _________________(c)
E-mail _________________________________ Arrangements for overnight
accommodations, if needed, can be made directly with this hotel:
Super 8; 507-238-9444, Hampton Inn; 507-235-2626 Located in Fairmont, MN just off of I-90
in southern MN, Holiday Inn; 507-238-4771, Quality Inn, 507-238-5444
Please register by JUNE 1, 2018
Questions? Call Bev . . . . . .. 507-842-5460
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Membership Options
All Memberships are Represented: The NCCW Board of Directors, Staff, and other
volunteers work closely with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, the United
Nations and World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations (WUCWO): representing the
interests of Catholic women in service to the Church. Your membership ensures the united
voices of Catholic women will be heard.
Leadership, Service, Spirituality: NCCW members incorporate gospel values in their
activities with a commitment to the dignity of all human life, to strengthen families, build
better communities, and address societal problems at home and abroad. NCCW provides
leadership, education, and advocacy on many contemporary issues, including social and
economic justice, domestic violence, homelessness and human trafficking. NCCW offers their
members resources for personal spiritual growth and development.

High School Membership (Grades 9-12)
Individual Student Membership ensures that you will receive our quarterly magazine,
Catholic Woman, via personal electronic subscription. You will also receive a monthly
newsletter and communiques via email to keep you informed.
Annual Dues: $5.00
Affiliate Group Membership ensures that your group will receive our quarterly magazine,
Catholic Woman, that reports on the issues and activities that are being addressed by your
National Council of Catholic Women in today's world — locally, nationally and globally. You
will also receive a monthly newsletter and communiques via email to keep you and your group
informed. Annual Dues: $50.00
*Each student must register as an Individual Member with National.

Collegiate Membership
Individual Student Membership ensures that you will receive our quarterly magazine,
Catholic Woman, via personal electronic subscription. You will also receive a monthly
newsletter and communiques via email to keep you informed. Annual Dues: $10.00
Affiliate Group Membership ensures that your group will receive our quarterly magazine,
Catholic Woman, that reports on the issues and activities that are being addressed by your
National Council of Catholic Women in today's world — locally, nationally and globally. You
will also receive a monthly newsletter and communiques via email to keep you and your group
informed. Annual Dues: $50.00
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*Each student must register as an Individual Member with National.
All memberships include a subscription to the resources of Education for Justice.
Contact the National Office for more information, 703-224-0990 or nccw01@nccw.org.

Washington, D.C. April 9,
2018 — All women are invited
to the 98th Annual Convention
of the National Council of
Catholic Women to be held in
Pittsburgh, PA from August
29September 1, 2018 with the
theme, NCCW Reflecting God’s
Joy: Missionary Disciples –
Mission Possible!
Held at the Wyndham
Grand Downtown Pittsburgh
Hotel, where Pittsburgh’s
famed three rivers meet
soaring skyscrapers in the
heart of the historic city, the
2018 Convention will welcome
more than 600 Council women
from across the country to join
in prayer and fellowship;
become empowered through
workshops on spirituality, leadership, and service; hear inspiring speakers; celebrate moving
liturgies; and visit a jam-packed exhibit hall. “Our Annual Convention is an occasion to
experience the scope and breadth of Council across our country; to feel the solidarity and
friendship of women who share our faith though we are from different communities and
cultures, to learn and pray together -and to have fun together. In short, a wonderful
opportunity to see how Catholic women truly do unite in voice and presence to Reflect God’s
Joy!” said NCCW President Maribeth Stewart Blogoslawski.
To register for the Convention and for more information, please go to the website: NCCW.org

